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Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul 

urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. 

Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by 

the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the 

feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 

Welcome and announcements 

Recognition of Military Veterans 

Opening Hymn: O God, Our Help In Ages Past    ELW #632 

** Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: Beloved,  Amos 5:24 

we are called to live in right relationship with God by loving one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to the One who pardons our offenses. 

C: Loving God, Amos 5:21–24 

we confess that we have sinned against you by not honoring you or loving one another. 

When we ignore injustice in the world our worship brings you no delight. 

Make haste to help us, that we may stand in right relationship 

with you and the whole of your creation and sing your praises  

through the mercy of Christ, our resurrected Savior. Amen. 

P: Sisters and brothers, Ps. 70:1, 4, 5  

rejoice and be glad, for God is mighty to save and comes to you in peace 

to forgive, restore, and strengthen you eternally in Christ. Amen. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us 

the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

Lesson:  Isaiah 45:1-7 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos 

announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The 

LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 

Psalm 70 

L: 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help me. 
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C: 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 

L: 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back because of their shame. 

C: 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;  

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!” 

L: 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.  

You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. 

Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal 

life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, 

will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  ELW #244 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation 

around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ, be with you always. 
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C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer  

C: Lord, we return a portion of all the gifts you have given to us in remembrance and in gratitude 

for these blessings. Use these gifts to support ministries of healing and hope, for we ask this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

** Charge 

P: Sisters and brothers,  Wis. 6:17; Amos 5:24;  

be swift to listen,  Ps. 70:5 

make haste to be kind. Let justice roll down like waters 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

Blessing 

P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. Amen. 

Dismissal 

P: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: Blessed Assurance  ELW #638 
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