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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

We celebrated Christ the King 
Sunday, which is the last Sunday of 
the church year on November 25. We 
celebrate Christ reigning in glory 
with dominion over all creation. 
Christ is indeed the ruler of heaven 
and earth. 

From Christ the King Sunday we 
move to Advent, the beginning of the 
church year. Advent is a time to 
prepare our hearts for the birth of 
Jesus at Christmas. 

My new favorite Advent hymn is 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”. 
We’ve been singing it the last couple 
of years during Advent.  

This hymn was written by Paul 
Gerhardt, likely during the terrors of 
the Thirty Years’ War in Central 
Europe, and was first published in 
1653. It shows Gerhardt’s 
unwavering faith and trust in God. 

The opening lines sound the 
purpose for our observance of 
Advent: 

“O Lord, how shall I meet you, 
how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
my hope, my heart's delight!” 

Before celebrating Jesus’ birth, 
we prepare our hearts for His 
coming. One way we do that during 
Advent is by recalling God’s Old 
Testament people and the centuries 
they waited before God finally sent 
the promised Savior.  
“The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness – on 
them light has shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 
 These words are echoed in the 
fourth verse: 
“Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 
who sit in deepest gloom” 
 The second verse beautifully 
describes our sinful state and our new 
status as forgiven children of God:  

“I lay in fetters, groaning; 
you came to set me free. 

I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
you came to honor me. 
A glorious crown you give me, 
a treasure safe on high 
that will not fail or leave me 
as earthly riches fly.” 

The third verse describes the 
reason Jesus came: 
“Love caused your incarnation; 
love brought you down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
that led you to embrace 
in love, all love excelling, 
our lost and fallen race.” 

The fourth verse describes the 
hope we have because of the birth 
and coming of Jesus: 
“All hail the Lord's appearing! 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
send forth your beams so cheering 
and guide us safely home.” 
 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

 

 

Worship Offerings & 

Attendance 
 

 

Oct. 28 $2,149 58  

Nov. 4 $2,098 93 

Nov. 11 $2,472 56 

Nov. 18 $4,126 82 

Thanksgiving $   622 62 

Nov. 25 $1,770 59 

 
 

 
 
 

 

General Fund 
2018 Financial Responsibilities 

$206,812 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

10/01/18 balance: $   1,268 

October income: $ 19,498   

October expenses: $ 13,945   

Paid toward cashflow loan: $4,000 

10/31/18 balance:  $   2,821    
  

Cashflow loan to date: $22,000 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 

Prayers for recovered health for… Lila Strand, Oma Fairchild, Glen Hilden, Carleen Snyder, Bella 
Rademacher and all those who are in need of healing. 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... The newborn babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger and for all 
God’s blessings. 

 

Prayers of support for… 
 

 All those who have lost loved ones, 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction, 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders, 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary  
serving in South Africa); Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our  
partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA . 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

 

 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

 

Music Fund 

In memory of 

Alan Belseth 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

Donate online…  

It’s easy! 

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

This section removed for member privacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2019 Offering envelopes  

are ready and out on the table in 

the narthex.  Please pick yours 

up at your earliest convenience. 
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LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, staff & officers 

2015  
 

 

 

Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant Malisa Ervin 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian David Thompson 

Organist Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director Jessica Trager 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents Mandi 
Johnson & Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries 
Joel Lund & Luther Opjorden 

Church Officers 

President Jim Kanten 

Vice President Jon Hanson 

Secretary Cindy Kanten 

Treasurer Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, Marlys Kvistero, 
Tom Moe, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand 

Board of Trustees 
Reed Molden, Josh Moen, 
Josh Vetter, Nate Spray, Erik 
Boraas 

Board of Education  
Shea Joyce, Hillary Spray, 
Jenna Norby, Cheryl Erp, 
Coral Wehrkamp 

Helping Hands Board 
Pres. Nancy Schneck,  
Vice Pres. Sue Vetter, 
Treas. Theresa Erickson,  
Sec. Cathy Olson,  
Barb Dale, Connie Fragodt, 
Char Johnson, Naomi Streed,  
Karla Schwendemann 

2018  

Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

With the Christmas shopping 
season here, there are alternative 
gifts that you can give to help oth-
ers. When we think about the best 
gifts we have given or received, it 
is often not the gift itself but the 
meaning behind it that makes it sig-
nificant. Rethink traditional gift-
giving this Christmas with ELCA 
Good Gifts. Give a gift to a loved 

one that also touches someone who 
is supported by ELCA ministries.  

What can you give? Chicks, 
piglets, goats, honeybees, fruit tree 
seedlings, farming tools, share of a 
water well, school supplies for a 
child, mosquito nets, bibles and 
many more. Gifts start at $10. 

Together With Christ (TWC) 
Bible Study gives gifts each year 
out of the offering they collect. At 
their last meeting they decided to 
give two goats, for a total of $100. 

More than 90% of gifts given 
directly support the Good Gifts pro-
gram. Gifts support work in 83 
countries.  

Information is available on the 
table in the narthex. For more infor-
mation go online to ELCA Good 
Gifts at https://community.elca.org/
elcagoodgifts 

We also have information about 
Heifer International, Lutheran 
World Relief and Global Health 
Ministries. 

Alternative gifts 
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The first Sunday of Advent 
will be December 2. Advent 
Sundays continue through 
December until the 23rd. Each 
week we light the Advent candles 
while a wreath blessing is read. 

December 16, the children’s 
Christmas program will be held 
during the 10 am worship service. 
There will be no Sunday school or 
Adult Ed class on December 23 or 
30th.  

Christmas Eve, Monday, 
December 24, a candlelight 
worship service with Communion 
will begin at 5:00 pm. 

Christmas Day worship with 
Communion will be Tuesday, 
December 25 at 9:00 am. 

Somehow, not only for Christmas,  
But all the long year through,  
The joy that you give to others,  
Is the joy that comes back to you.  
And the more you spend in 
blessing  
The poor and lonely and sad,  
The more of your heart’s 
possessing  
Returns to you glad.  

 
—John 
Greenleaf 
Whittier  

WORSHIP NEWS 
December Schedules & Events 

 

 

 

December 

Worship 

Assistants 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acolytes 
 

 2 - Cale Norby 

 9 - Elizabeth Hanson 

 24 - Dylan Spray 

 25 - Tayler Kittelson 
 

Lectors 
 

 2 - Rob Schwendemann 

 9 - Jen Tostenson 

 16 - Renae Tostenson 

 23 - Rich Isder 

 24 - Coral Wehrkamp 

 25 - Connie Fragodt 

 30 - Lee Haugen 
     

Media Operators 
 

 2 - Carter Bowen 

 9 - Nancy Schneck 

 16 - Theresa Erickson 

 23 - Gage Augeson 

 24 - Elizabeth Hanson 

 25 -  

 30 - Rich Isder 
 
 

 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 
 

*Reminder:  It is your  
responsibility to find a  
replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  
you are scheduled.  

Many happy returns 

 

“Beautiful music ...  
is one of the most  

magnificent and delightful 
presents God has given us.”  

 

—Martin Luther   

 
 
 
 

 
December - Group 4 
Captain - Jon Kanten 

 

 

Nate Spray 
Keith Kvistero 
Jason Norby 

Gary Heimdahl 
Val Johnson 
Pete Ervin 

Poinsettias in the church for 
Christmas are purchased and 
given in memory or in honor of 
loved ones from people. After 
Christmas, those people may take 
their poinsettia home with them. If 
you would like to purchase one, 
you can do so at Bergen’s Prairie 
Market or  Country Floral in 
Appleton (those purchased from 
Country Floral will be labeled 
with the name). 
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Dear Kviteseid members, 
 Paul says in Ephesians 4, “To 
equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the Body 
of Christ….” You are there, 
shouting God’s love and changing 
lives in Jesus’ name, through 
mission support!  Thank you for 
our continued partnership in living 
the Good News together in 2018! 
                          Rev. Larry Strenge 
                    SW MN Synod, ELCA 

  

LCPL Ross Henderson would like 
to thank Kviteseid for the military 
boxes he has received. He really 
appreciates them. 
 
Thank you Kviteseid Lutheran 
Church for your recent charitable 
gift of $103.33. Your support and 
generosity enables us to serve many 
individuals in our local area. We 
are grateful for your kindness and 
your continued support. 
   Chippewa County Food Shelf   
  

Pastor Kristine and Rich feel so 
strongly about supporting the 
synod, that they have issued a 
challenge. For every dollar given 
for additional benevolence, they 
will match it, up to $4,000. So if 
you give $50, it turns into $100. 
The challenge is for any donations 
given in 2018.  To date, you have 
given $3,978. With the match… 
that’s $7,956! Only $22 away from 
the goal. Thank you! 

To learn more about our synod, 
visit their website: swmnelca.org.  

 

 

No church  
supper was held  
this year.  
Members were  
asked to give  
a monetary  
donation in lieu of  
the supper. Total received this year 
was $3,970. Thank you! 

Wildfires raged across 
California in November, destroying 
thousands of homes and wiping out 
the town of Paradise, located north 
of Sacramento. Multiple deaths 
have been confirmed. What can you 
do to help? Pray that God will 
deliver comfort to those who mourn 
losses, and strength to those who 
are working on cleanup and 
restoration. Give to Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Gifts designated 
for "U.S. Wildfires"   

will be used 100 percent to 
assist those affected by the 
wildfires.   

Flyers are available in the 
narthex with more information. 

Synod Benevolence 

Challenge Update 

LOCAL NEWS 
Faith in Action 

California wildfires 

Church supper update 

Letters of thanks 

1 -  Randy Fragodt 

 3 -  Elliot Dietz 

 5 -  Josh Moen 

  Jeff Higgins 

  Sue Birhanzel 

 6 - Robert Enevoldsen 

 7 - Greg Erickson 

 8 - Paul Tostenson 

 9 - Tayler Kittelson 

10 - Bob Molden 

       Iver Heinrich 

13 - Derick Sweno 

14 - Jessica Haas 

  Jim Anderson 

16 - Holly Kanten 

17 - Joy Olson 

  Kalie Molden 

19 - Paul Belseth 

20 - Rod Olson 

        Richard Dale 

22 - Simon Moen 

24 - Journey Kanten 

27 - Val Johnson 

  Phil Kleven 

28 - Janet Kittelson 

29 - Fern Streed 

30 - Barb Dale 

30 - Bob Running 

1 - Vern & Pat Berge 

15 - Karan & Mary Schmiesing  

17 - Paul & Cathy Olson 

22 - Craig & Char Strand 

29 - Paul & Patee Spray This section removed for member privacy. 
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Happy Advent and Merry 
Christmas to everyone! Be sure to 
wish everyone a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS this year! As we all 
know, there is no Christmas 
without CHRIST at the heart of it 
all! 

Thank you to everyone for all 
you do in the life of our church.  

Whether you have helped by 
being a chairperson for a service 
group, cleaned the church, helped 
serve funerals and dinners, quilted, 
visited a shut-in, took meals to 
someone in need, decorated the 
church, brought goodies for coffee, 
sang or played a musical 
instrument, packed military boxes, 
lectored or did media or any of a 
number of things to make our 
church hum, you are appreciated! 
Thank you! Thank you!! 

The annual Helping Hands 
meeting was held along with a 
potluck supper!  

Delish! We donated $3000 to 
various groups and organizations 
and voted to finish paying off the 
new cabinets. Thank you to all who 
contributed to that project. We are 
in the process of looking for new 
chairpersons to head up the next 
year's service groups. If you are 

called, please consider taking on 
this responsibility. We do try to 
make it as friendly and easy as 
possible. Remember, you are never 
alone in that endeavor. Members of 
the board, or others in the 
congregation are always willing to 
come to your aid! Thank you to all 
who accept this challenge! 

Thank you to Group 3, 
chairpersons Randy/Connie 
Fragodt, Val/Char Johnson and 
Jon/Cindy Kanten, for serving the 
Harvest Festival Potluck dinner, 
celebrating with the families of the 
Saints who have passed away this 
past year. 

Thank you to Group 2, 
chairpersons Vern/Pat Berge, Gary/
Kim Heimdahl and Jason/Chanda 
Norby, for taking care of the  
fall decorating and  
undecorating this year.  
You all did a great job! 

Thank you to Group  
1, chairperson Robert/ 
Diane Berven and  
Brian/Teresa Olson  
for putting up the Christmas 
decorations this year. It looks 
fantastic! 

The Helping Hands board will 
be hosting a Christmas party at 
Apple Ridge in Appleton on 
December 8, 2:30 pm. Note the 

change of date from the Service 
Book. All are welcome to attend! 

We will be providing an 
opportunity to send Christmas 
greetings to those in our 
congregation who are in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities and 
our military men and women. If 
there are others you would like to 
see included, there will be extra 
papers on the tables in the Narthex 
during the first few weeks of 
December. If you would like to 
bring joy to our service men and 
women, Nancy Streed would 
welcome monetary donations to fill 
the boxes and assist in mailing.  

They will be sending an extra 
large box during the Christmas 
holidays.  

Volunteers will be appreciated  
       in the delivery of the letters! 

          Quilting will be taking  
               place next year on the last  
                Monday in January and  
                the next three Mondays  
                in February! Come, join  
                us - no experience  
                necessary! 

         Group 3 is still in charge 
of the next funeral. 

Wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and special joys with 
family! 
 
 

LOCAL NEWS 
December News 

 
 

 

Serving the next funeral will be group three. 
 

Service Group 3 chairpersons are: 
 

    Randy & Connie Fragodt         752-4552 
    Val & Char Johnson         752-4577 
    Jon & Cindy Kanten         793-6647 

     Service  
         Groups 

Helping Hands 
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Synod News December 2018 
The Apostle Paul, writing to the 

Ephesians, proclaims, "But God, 
who is rich in mercy, out of the 
great love with which God loved 
us.... made us alive together, with 
Christ." Ephesians 2:4-5a. 

Alive together, with Christ. 
These words summarize our 
partnership in God's amazing vision 
and mission. The Spirit calls us to 
be alive together with Christ Jesus. 

Mission support dollars make 
ministry happen! 

Mission support is the term 
used to describe that percentage of 
the tithes, offerings, and estate gifts 
congregations share beyond their 
local ministry site. Benevolence is 
what we call the mission support 
sent to our Southwestern Minnesota 
(SWMN) Synod. Those funds are 
invested here in the synod and 
globally through our ELCA 
because we live out God's vision 
and mission "alive together, with 
Christ." (Eph 2:4-5a). 

Through Kviteseid’s support of 
the synod, we help make ministry 
happen in other places throughout 
the nation and the world. Of the 
amount we and other churches give 
to the synod, 51.5% is used for 
ministry beyond the synod: 
nationally and globally. 

Church colleges and seminaries 
were formed by congregations who 
decided to work together to provide 
places of higher education for their 
young adults. They knew no one 
church could support this bold 
vision, but together it was possible.  

Today we benefit from a 
network of Lutheran colleges and 

seminaries who educate our youth 
(and adults) and prepare our pastors 
to preach the story of God's love to 
all. This is true also of our desire to 
have missionaries serve all over the 
world. We do this together through 
financial and prayer support from 
churches and individuals. 

Plus, Pastor Larry Strenge, who 
serves as our synod’s Director for 
Evangelical Mission (DEM), also 
represents what we are able to do 
together. His ministry in our 
SWMN Synod is fully funded by 
mission support we share as one of 
the 65 synods of the ELCA.  

Thank you recently received 
from Pastor Larry Strenge:  

“On behalf of all the ministry 
you support, thank you for joining 
this call to equip through mission 
support. 

Thank you for your partnership! 
Each dollar entrusted through 

our synod is invested on your 
behalf, as Bishop Jon Anderson 
says, "to equip gracious disciples." 

Together we equip gracious 
disciples to be "alive together, with 
Christ" in the midst of a fearful and 
often chaotic world that God loves. 

Thank you for your support 
throughout 2018.  

As you pray about and make 
plans for what your congregation is 
called to do in 2019, we are grateful 
for the mission support you give to 
fund God's mission. It does 
amazing work! Thank you! 

Thank you! Your mission 
support makes a difference as we 
are called to "Embrace God's 
Mission + Equip God's People" 
alive together, with Christ!” 

LOCAL NEWS 
December News 

Coffee Fellowship 

Sign up to serve goodies  

n’ coffee each Sunday.  

Sign up sheet 

is on the  

table in the 

narthex. 

“Year’s end is neither an 
end nor a beginning but a 

going on, with all the 
wisdom that experience 

can instill in us.”  
 

—Hal Borland   
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JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Micah 

Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page 

online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

Across 

7 “Be in pain, and ______ to 

bring forth, O daughter of Zi-

on, like a woman in travail.” 

Micah 4:10 (6)   

8 “They shall make great noise by 

_______ of the multitude of men.” 

Micah 2:12 (6)   

9 “I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all 

of ____; I will surely gather the rem-

nant of Israel.” Micah 2:12 (4)   

10 This word means devoid of inhabit-

ants. Micah 7:13 (8)   

11 “And I will execute vengeance in 

anger and fury upon the _______, such 

as they have not heard.” Micah 5:15 

(7)   

13 The mountains shall be molten “as 

the waters that are poured down a 

_____ place.” Micah 1:4 (5)   

15 “Then shall the seers be ashamed, 

and the diviners confounded: yea, they 

shall all cover their lips; for _____ is 

no answer of God.” Micah 3:7 (5)   

17 “I will bear the indignation of the 

LORD, _______ I have sinned against 

him …” Micah 7:9 (7)  

20 “Enlarge thy ________ as the eagle 

…” Micah 1:16 (8)   

21 “And they shall abide: for now 

shall he be great unto the ____ of the 

earth.” Micah 5:4 (4)   

23 “ …As wax before the fire, and as 

the _____ that are poured …” Micah 

1:4 (6)   

24 “The daughter ________ up against 

her mother.” Micah 7:6 (6)  

 

Down   

1 “Declare ye it not at ____, weep ye 

not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll 

thyself in the dust.” Micah 1:10 (4)   

2 “And the remnant of Jacob shall be 

among the Gentiles in the midst of 

many people as a lion among the 

beasts of the ______.” Micah 5:8 (6)   

3 “Mine eyes shall behold her: now 

shall she be _______ down as the mire 

of the streets.” Micah 7:10 (7)  

4 When I fall, I shall do this. 

Micah 7:8 (5)   

5 “For she gathered it of the 

hire of an _____, and they 

shall return to the hire of an  

            _____.” Micah 1:7 (6)   

6 A fortified place. Micah 7:12 (8)   

12 Micah prophesies that a ruler will 

come out of Bethlehem ________. 

Micah 5:2 (8)   

14 “Are there yet the treasures of 

wickedness in the house of the wicked, 

and the scant ________ that is abomi-

nable?” Micah 6:10 (7)   

16 “There the LORD shall ______ 

thee from the hand of thine enemies.” 

Micah 4:10 (6)   

18 “Ye pull off the robe with the gar-

ment from them that pass by securely 

as men ______ from war.” Micah 2:8 

(6)   

19 The lion is this. Micah 5:8 (5)   

22 “He hath shewed thee, O man, what 

is good; and what ____ the LORD re-

quire of thee, but to do justly, and to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

thy God?” Micah 6:8 (4)  

King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 
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KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Contact information 

Sunday Schedule 

  Sunday School & Adult Ed at 8:45 am     

    Worship at 10:00 am    
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455    www.milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Malisa Ervin    office@milanslutheranchurch.com    

Regular office hours for Parish Assistant:   

Mon. & Wed. 8 am - 4 pm              Tue., Thu. & Fri., 8 am - noon 


