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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

 As we begin a new year, we have 
a blank slate ahead of us – 365 days to 
fill. How will we fill those days? 
 I’d like to share this article written 
by Rev. Rob Blezard of the 
Stewardship of Life Institute.  
Stewardship of time 
O God, teach us to count our days 
that we may gain a wise heart. Psalm 
90:12 
 What does it mean to count our 
days? Certainly, the poet who wrote 
Psalm 90:12 was thinking of more 
than arithmetic, which may not 
necessarily gain us a wise heart. 
Wisdom comes from perspective, 
from painful introspection and 
prayerful deliberation.  
 We count in order to know not 
only how many days we have lived, 
but to ponder how many days we 
might have left. Counting, we 
remember that we are finite creatures 
whose lives march forward in steady 
24-hour steps, carrying us from birth 
to death. Knowing, then, that our days 
are numbered, we appreciate each one 
more fully. 

 We count our days to gain the 
wisdom that every day is sacred; 
every day presents opportunities to 
live more fully in relationship with 
God and our neighbors; every day is 
for love and joy and peace and 
fulfillment. Yet it’s all too easy to let 
the days slip away. 
 This month consider a focus on 
stewardship of your time – how you 
spend every day God gives you. Here 
is a “to do” list for making the most of 
every day: 
• Pray: Begin each day 

communicating with the creator of 
the universe, meditating on 
Scripture or a wise Christian author. 
Even 10 minutes. End by praying 
Psalm 118:24: “This is the day that 
the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” 

• Care: Convey through word or deed 
how much you care about someone 
in your life. Call up an old friend or 
relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch.  

• Help: Look for some way to assist 
someone. Volunteer. Hold a door 
open for someone entering a store 

behind you. Stop for a pedestrian 
who wants to cross the street. 

• Enrich: Find something that will 
deepen your knowledge, 
understanding or appreciation of the 
world. Read a poem or book. Listen 
to a sermon podcast or educational 
news program. 

• Stop: That’s right, do nothing. For 
at least 10 minutes sit quietly, 
breathe deeply and try to clear the 
busy thoughts form your mind. 
Open your spirit to God’s presence. 

• Be healthy: Do something to 
increase your physical health, such 
as eating a nutritious meal or taking 
a walk.  

• Pray: End every day thanking the 
creator of the universe for another 
wonderful day. A day you have 
counted and that you have made 
count. 

 Focus on stewardship of time and 
see how your own life will change. 
Make it a permanent part of your 
discipleship. 
Happy New Year! 
Pastor Kristine Isder 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

 

 

Worship Offerings & 

Attendance 
 

 

Dec. 2 $2,250 68  

Dec. 9 $1,594 68 

Dec. 16 $3,821 176 

Dec. 23 $6,250 80 

Dec. 24 $4,813 250 

Dec. 25 $1,492 34 

 
 

 
 
 

 

General Fund 
2018 Financial Responsibilities 

$206,812 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

As of 12/26/18 

Total income: $ 191,042 

Needed to meet budget $15,770 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 

Prayers for recovered health for… Betty Kruse, Glen Hilden, Carleen Snyder, Bella Rademacher and all those 
who are in need of healing. 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... another new year and for all God’s blessings. 
 

Prayers of support for… 
 

 All those who have lost loved ones, 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction, 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders, 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary  
serving in South Africa); Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our  
partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA . 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

 

 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

 

Kitchen Fund 

In memory of 

Arlene Moen 
 

Undesignated Memorials 

In memory of 

Arlene Moen 

Orval & Avis Olson 

Bob & Nancy Lundborg 
 

Military Boxes 

From 

KLC Helping Hands 
 

Sanctuary Windows Fund 

Gift was given 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

Donate online…  

It’s easy! 

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

This section removed for member privacy. 
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LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, staff & officers 

2015  
 

 

 

Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant Malisa Ervin 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian David Thompson 

Organist Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director Jessica Trager 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents Mandi 
Johnson & Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries 
Joel Lund & Luther Opjorden 

Church Officers 

President Jim Kanten 

Vice President Jon Hanson 

Secretary Cindy Kanten 

Treasurer Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, Marlys Kvistero, 
Tom Moe, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand 

Board of Trustees 
Reed Molden, Josh Moen, 
Josh Vetter, Nate Spray, Erik 
Boraas 

Board of Education  
Shea Joyce, Hillary Spray, 
Jenna Norby, Cheryl Erp, 
Coral Wehrkamp 

Helping Hands Board 
Pres. Nancy Schneck,  
Vice Pres. Sue Vetter, 
Treas. Theresa Erickson,  
Sec. Cathy Olson,  
Barb Dale, Connie Fragodt, 
Char Johnson, Naomi Streed,  
Karla Schwendemann 

2018  

Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

Hope everyone had a wonderful  
Christmas season! 

Thannk you to Service Group 1 
chairpeople Bob & Diane Berven 
and Brian & Teresa Olson for the 
church decorating. The church 
looks lovely. 

Thank you to the Helping 
Hands Board for serving their an-
nual Christmas Party for the resi-
dents at Apple Ridge. They truly 
enjoyed it and talked about it for 
days. Thank you, Judi, for devo-
tions and playing Christmas Carols. 

Quilting next year will be Feb. 
11, 18 & 26 and Mar. 4. Come join 
us! No experience needed. 

Thank you to those who have 
stepped up to be service group 
chairpeople. Remember, you are 
not alone, the Helping Hands Board 
and others are available to help out 

at funerals. The change of chairper-
sons will be when the new service 
books come out. 

Wishing everyone a healthy and  
happy New Year! 

 “Spirit Led Innovation” is the 
theme of the synod’s 2019 Equip-
ping Congregations Day. The event 
is Saturday Feb. 23 in Willmar.  
 All are welcome: congregation 
members, Sunday school teachers, 
council members and youth leaders.  
 There will be two keynote 
speakers. Beth Lewis’ presentation 
is: Grow. Hold. Fold. Benjamin 
Winchester’s presentation is: Re-
writing the Rural Narrative; he will 
talk about looking at the positives 
instead of the negatives of life in 
rural areas. 
  

 There are many workshops to 
attend. A few of them are: It’s a 
Google World; Congregational 
Generosity; Safety and Security for 
Congregations; and Millennials and 
Generation Z’s “Take” on Jesus. 
 It’s a great day to learn and 
meet with other people from across 
the synod. 
 New this year is childcare and 
kids day camp. 
 Registration is open and is lim-
ited to 1,000 people. Talk to Pastor 
Kristine if you are interested in at-
tending.  

 You did it! $4,000 in additional 
Synod Benevolence has been given 
and will be matched dollar for dol-
lar by Pastor Kristine and Rich. 
Thank you!  

Helping Hands 

Synod News 

Synod Benevolence 

Challenge 
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 The annual meeting of the 
congregation will be held Sunday, 
Jan. 13 at 8:30 am in the 
fellowship hall. All are encouraged 
to attend. 

 The Lac qui Parle Conference 
Mission event meeting for January 
will be held at Baxter Lutheran 
Church on Friday the 18th. Pastor 
Travis Ausderheide is the camp 
director of Green Lake Lutheran 
Ministries and will be the guest 
speaker. 
 February’s meeting will be 
held at Providence Valley of 
Dawson on the 15th. Guest 
speaker will be Chris Heen who 
went on a mission trip, Crusade for 
Christ, in Asia.  
 Morning coffee at 9:30. 
Meeting at 10 am followed by 
noon lunch. Offerings go to 
support mission work. 

WORSHIP NEWS 
January Schedules & Events 

 

 

 

January 

Worship 

Assistants 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectors 
 

 6 - Heidi Hanson 

 13 - Rodger Schneck 

 20 - Marlys Kvistero 

 27 - Tom Moe 
     

Media Operators 
 

 6 - Rich Isder 

 13 - Paul Tostenson 

 20 - Cale Norby 

 27 - Missy Ervin 
 
 

 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 
 

*Reminder:  It is your  
responsibility to find a  
replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  
you are scheduled.  

Annual Meeting 

Thank you for the Christmas 
greetings and treats that you 

have shared with us this 
Christmas season.  

~Pastor Kristine and Rich  

 
         January   
          Ushers 
         Group 6 

 
Captain - Tom Moe 

Jon Hanson 
Erik Boraas 

Steve Thompson 
Tim Kanten 
Jim Kanten 

Cory Heinrich 

Cancelations 
Although worship will rarely be 

canceled, please use your own 

judgment before traveling in to 

church on those questionable days. 

Weather related announcements 

can be heard on KDMA 1460 am 

or KLQP 92.1 fm. It will also be 

posted on the website calendar. 

Global Missions 

 2 -  Connie Johnson 
 3 - Kyler Dietz  
 4 -  Brittany Gordon 
 5 -  Amanda Greenwood 
 6 - Mike Streed 
 7 - Gary Kruse 
 11 - Brad Moen 
  Betty Molden 
 12 - Andy Streed 
 13 - Nathan Fragodt 
 14 - Jacob Johnson 
 16 - Paulette Haff 
 17 - Lisa DuFrane 
  Kim Kittelson 
 18 - Paul Olson 
 19 - Jon Hanson 
  Dale Johnson 
 24 - Huxton Trager 
  Andy Wehrkamp 
 26 - Greta Link 
  Gracie Kleven 
 27 - Lorrie Spray 
  Brooke Sweno 
 29 - Gwen Olson 
  Thatcher Erp 
 30 - Karen Meyer 

This section removed 

for member privacy. 
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Kviteseid Lutheran Church 
Joint Council Meeting  

December 12, 2018 
 

Meeting called to order by Vice 
President Jon Hanson. 

Reports: 
Secretary Report: Available 

behind agenda 
Treasurer's Report:  Rich 

reported current balance in General 
Fund $5537.77.  We have borrowed 
$22,000 so far. 

Deacon's Report:  Tom reported 
there will be 2 vacancies for ushers 
to fill.  Discussion to try to fill or 
change some groups to down to 5 per 
group.  Deacons worked with Pastor 
Kristine on Communion schedule for 
2019.  Deacons voiced appreciation 
to Pastor Kristine for recognizing 
veterans at Novemeber 3rd and 11th 
worship service. 

Trustee's Report:  Josh Vetter 
reported receiving Gift given from a 
family and looking at replacing north 
windows.  They will get bids for 
upgrading and replacing.  Josh is 
looking into the future for church on 
solar power to help electric bill. 

Board of Education: no report 
Pastor's Report: Pastor Kristine 

happy to annouce Synod 
Benevolence challenge was met.  
Pastor Kristine talked about having a 
Safety Sunday on how to use 
defibrillator and talk about 
emergency situations.  Saturday, 
February 2 will be a workshop called 
"Hope in the Heartland" at Kviteseid 
church.  Area churches are invited 
and it will be live streamed from 
Sioux Falls.  Saturday February 23 is 
a workshop called Equipping Day in 
Willmar.  Pastor Kristine officiated 2 
funerals at Big Bend Church.  
Micronesians used the church 
without issues and have paid $150 
for each time for using sanctuary.  
Pastor Kristine plans to have a 
contract for the start of 2019.  Agape 
musical group from Dawson will be 

at Kviteseid Sunday, March 31 at 
5:00 pm.  Gauge Liebl is a member.  
Pastor Kristine has had her second 
synod council meeting in November.  
Appleton/Milan Ministerium hosting 
a crisis training in January at LQPV 
high school and the Backpack 
program is up to 94 packs. 

A motion by Nate Spray to 
accept reports and seconded by Tom 
Moe, approval of all the reports 
passed. 

Old Business: none 
New Business:  Annual meeting 

will be January 13, 2019 with rolls 
and coffee being served.  Pastor 
Kristine discussed the new 
Nominating Committee Request 
form. 

Meeting adjourned. Closed with 
the Lord's Prayer. 

Submitted by, Cindy Kanten,   
      Church Secretary 

 
 

 

Serving the next funeral will be group three. 
 

Service Group 3 chairpersons are: 
 

    Randy & Connie Fragodt         752-4552 
    Val & Char Johnson         752-4577 
    Jon & Cindy Kanten         793-6647 

     Service  
         Groups 

LOCAL NEWS 
Kviteseid Council Meeting December 12, 2018 

Coffee Fellowship 

Sign up to serve goodies  

n’ coffee each Sunday.  

Sign up sheet 

is on the  

table in the 

narthex. 

Hope in the Heartland: Imagining our Future as Small Congregations 
A Day of Discovery and Partnership 

The world is changing quickly. God is giving us new birth into a living hope. 

How can we build vitality in our congregation? How can we discover hope? 

Come to this workshop and get some ideas! Kviteseid is hosting a livestream of 

this event on Saturday, Feb. 2. Eight synods from across the Midwest will be 

participating at 21 local gathering sites for a day of discovery and partnership. 

The workshop runs from 10 until 4:30 with check in starting at 9:30. Lunch and 

snacks will be provided. The book “Discovering Hope” will be the basis of the 

presentation. Pastor Nancy Nyland will engage concepts for building vitality in 

rural and small congregations. Together we will seek to find and travel the path 

forward into God’s promised future. These workshops have been held in the 

past in the area. Those attending came away with good ideas to build vitality in 

their congregation. 
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JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Nahum 

Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page 

online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

Across 

7 “He rebuketh the sea, and maketh 
it dry, and ______ up all the rivers.” 
Nah 1:4 (6)   

8 “Because of the multitude of the 
whoredoms of the wellfavoured 
______  …” Nah 3:4 (6)   

9 “Behold upon the mountains the 
____ of him that bringeth good tid-
ings …” Nah 1:15 (4)   

10 “Thou also shalt be drunken: thou 
shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek 
________ because of the enemy.” 
Nah 3:11 (8)   

11 “For while they be folden togeth-
er as thorns, and while they are 
drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as _______ fully dry.” Nah 
1:10 (7)   

13 “_____ is the dwelling of the li-
ons, and the feedingplace of the 
young lions …” Nah 2:11 (5)   

15 “Take ye the _____ of silver, take 
the _____ of gold.” Nah 2:9 (5)    

17 The Israelites sacrificed animals  
as an act of this. (7)   

20 This word means a divine sen-
tence or decision. (8)   

21 One of the gospel writers. (4)   

22 “Art thou ______ than populous 
No, that was situate among the riv-
ers, that had the waters round about 
it, whose rampart was the sea, and 
her wall was from the sea?” Nah 3:8 
(6)   

23 “For while they be ______ to-
gether as thorns …” Nah 1:10 (6)  

Down   

1 A Levite was this. (6)   

2 “Yet was she carried away, she 
____ into captivity.” Nah 3:10 (4)   

3 “Make _______ many as the can-
kerworm.” Nah 3:15 (7)    

4 “_____ is one come out of thee, 
that imagineth evil against the    
LORD, a wicked counsellor.” Nah 
1:11 (5)   

5 The vine _______ have been 
marred. Nah 2:2 (8)   

6 “Go into clay, and tread the 
______, make strong the brickkiln.” 
Nah 3:14 (6)   

12 “Behold upon the mountains the 
feet of him that _______ good tid-
ings, that publisheth peace!” Nah 
1:15 (8)   

14 To make strong. Nah 2:1 (7)   

16 “His fury is ______ out like fire, 
and the rocks are thrown down by 
him.” Nah 1:6 (6)   

18 God’s holy nation. (6)   

19 “And I will cut off thy prey from 
the earth, and the voice of thy mes-
sengers shall no more be _____.” 
Nah 2:13 (5)   

21 The hills do this at the LORD.  
Nah 1:5 (4) 

King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 


