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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

We can. But should we? 

Just as fast as the news changed as 
we went into this coronavirus 
pandemic, the news will change often 
as we reopen. 

On May 20, the State of Minnesota 
released Stay Safe MN guidelines 
under which churches were limited to 
10 people gathering inside or outside 
starting June 1. The church boards met 
that night and agreed to follow the MN 
guidelines and to hold off on in-person 
worship. Then on May 22 the president 
declared places of worship as essential 
and that states should allow them to 
reopen right away. That was followed 
by the governor on May 23 allowing 
churches to reopen under precautions 
beginning May 27. 

On Sunday I posted this on the 
Kviteseid Facebook page: 

Yes, churches are essential. 
The church wasn't closed. 
Only the buildings were closed. 
Worship and ministry continued. 
The church just left the building. 

The news allowing reopening of 
churches was met with mixed 
reactions. “Yes, we’ll open right 
away,” to “No, we will not open to 
keep our people safe.” Yes, we can 
reopen, but should we? So what should 
we do? There are many issues to 
consider.  

The decision to move to online 
services at the start of the pandemic 
was an easy one to make. Moving 
forward, decisions will be much more 
challenging. We can’t just pick up 
where we left off in March. We need to 
plan how to safely conduct worship 
services in our church building. 

Online video services are the safest 
way to conduct worship services at this 
time. If in-person gatherings are held, 
the safest is drive-in services where 
people remain in their cars with the 
windows up. Unlike other 
denominations, our synod can’t and 
won’t mandate what churches should 
do. The synod can share information 
but churches make their own decisions. 

These are the highlights of the 

Minnesota Guidance for Safely 
Reopening Places of Worship which go 
into effect May 27. Before reopening, 
places of worship must develop and 
implement a COVID-19 Preparedness 
Plan that addresses the following items: 

• In indoor settings, occupancy must 
not exceed 25% of total occupancy. 
Kviteseid can seat over 400 people 
so we would be limited to 100 
people. 

• Maintain a minimum of 6-feet of 
physical distancing between 
households. 

• Provide hand sanitizer at every 
entrance and other prominent 
locations. 

• Frequently clean all high-touch 
items, such as railings, door 
handles, and ends of pews. 

• Strongly encourage participants to 
wear a face covering or mask. 

• Consider having ushers direct 
people to their pews to maintain 
proper distancing. Usher people out 
to maintain distancing. 

continued on page 3 
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Worship Offerings/

RECEIPTS 
 

In-house worship has 
been canceled 

beginning March 18 

For the month of April: 

Offerings $17,880 

Big Bend Luth. Church $3,000 

Thrivent Choice Dollars $714 

Fed. Telephone Cap. Credits $422 

Other/Miscellaneous $4 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

General Fund 
2020 Financial Responsibilities 

$218,178 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

4/1/20 balance: $1,446 

April receipts: $21,019 

April disbursements: $15,207 

PPP loan/grant: $26,257   

4/30/20 balance: $33,515   

Cashflow loan to date: $8,000 

PPP loan/grant to date: $26,257 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 
 Prayers for recovered health for… Rose Ann Hanson,  Glen Hilden, Betty Kruse, Marlys 
Kvistero, Richard Olson,  Courtney Hislop and all those who are in need of healing. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... all God’s blessings. 

Prayers of support for… 

 All those who have lost loved ones 

 Those whose lives have been affected by COVID-19 in any way 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary serving in Nairobi, Kenya); 
Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our partnership ministries: Kwa Nodwengu Circuit of the 
ELCSA in South Africa 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

            Donate online…  

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

 
 
 

Undesignated Gifts & Memorials 

In memory of Arlo Tostenson 
 

General Fund 

In memory of Arlo Tostenson 

STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

*** Financial Reminder *** 
 

Church financial responsibilities 
continue as we go through this pe-

riod of uncertainty. Please send 
your weekly offerings to the church 

office or donate online so we can 
meet our monthly obligations. 

THANK YOU! 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

This section removed for member privacy. 
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• Distribute bulletins in a way that 
minimizes contact. 

• Hymnals should be removed because 
they cannot be effectively cleaned. 

• Refrain from singing (see synod 
news article). 

• Avoid physical contact or passing 
objects between individuals such as 
sharing the peace and passing 
offering plates. 

• Communion: maintain 6 feet of 
distance between the communion 
distributor and the receiver. The 
distributor should use hand sanitizer 
before starting distribution and 
repeat after touching their face or 
another person or object. 

• No coffee, beverages or food can be 
served inside or outside. 

• Publicize and advise members and 
visitors of the added COVID-19 
precautions that will be taken so 
people are aware of expectations. 

• Post signage at the entrances 
outlining established protocols. 

If the guidelines aren’t followed 
and something happens there may be no 
insurance coverage. All of these 
precautions are necessary to keep 
people safe and to avoid spreading the 
coronavirus. We will take these 
precautions to show love to one another 
because that’s what we are about as a 
church. 

Jesus said, “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13:34-35) 

Well, we made it through another 
month! Again, it is not what we 
planned, but it is what we have got. We 
have to deal with it! As they say on 
local TV news channels, "We will get 
through this together!" And we will. 

Thank you again, to Pr. Kristine, 
Rich, Theresa and those who have 
helped with the online services. It is the 
very best we can do during this time 
and we thank you for that. 

The Military box group will be 
packing boxes early in June. It is small 
group doing this and they will be doing 
it safely. If you would like to bring 
something for the boxes, you can leave 
it at church early in June. Nancy Streed 
and her committee is in charge of the 
boxes. 

Until we can meet again, please 
stay safe, stay healthy! 

 
 
 
Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant: 
Theresa Erickson 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Financial Secretary: 
Missy Ervin 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian: David Thompson 

Organist: Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Sunday School Choir Dir: 
Jessica Trager 

Sunday School Supt.: 
Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries: 
Paul Belseth 
Heidi Hanson 

 

Church Officers 

President: Jon Hanson 

Vice Pres.: Ken Lee 

Secretary: Lorrie Spray 

Treas.: Rob Schwendemann 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, Char Strand, 
Marie Molden, Reed Molden, 
Cindy Kanten 

Board of Trustees 
Erik Boraas, Bruce Loose, 
Josh Moen, Nate Spray, Josh 
Vetter 

Board of Education  
Cheryl Erp, Jenna Norby, Sue 
Streed, Emily Heinrich, Hillary 
Spray 

Helping Hands Board 
President: Nancy Schneck  
Vice President: Sue Vetter 
Secretary: Cathy Olson 
Treasurer: Theresa Erickson 
Connie Fragodt, Karla 
Schwendemann, Naomi 
Streed, Ronae Rose, Char 
Johnson 

2020 Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

Helping Hands 

Greetings from 

Pr. Kristine continued 

LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, Staff & Officers 
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Serving the next funeral will be group four. 
 

Service Group 4 chairpersons are: 
 

    Robert & Jill Blom 793-6740 
    Erik Boraas 605-695-9862 
    Craig & Char Strand 734-4758 

     Service  
         Groups 

WORSHIP NEWS 
June Schedules & Events 

It’s possible that we may be 
able to gather for worship in June, 
but we will not meet until it is safe 
to do so. We will be following State 
of Minnesota Guidelines. The 
church council will meet June 17 to 
discuss in-person worship. 

We will keep the website updat-
ed with current information on can-
cellations.  

Pastor Kristine will continue to 
post worship videos on the 
Kviteseid Facebook page and 
church website. Worship videos 
will be posted at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday morning. The bulletin will 
be posted on the website. After we 
gather again for worship, the videos 
will continue to be posted. 

We realize not everyone has 
internet access to view the services 
online. We can make audio CDs of 
the services to mail out. Please let 
us know if you would like to re-
ceive them or if you would like a 
printed copy of the bulletin. 

Graduate recognition, First 
Communion and Confirmation Sun-
day will be rescheduled.  

Thank you to those who have 
sent contributions to the church to 
help meet our financial needs. Your 
continued support of our ministry is 

very much appreciated. You may 
send contributions at any time or 
give online. 

• By mail: send your offering to 
the church at PO Box 31, Milan 
MN 56262. 

• Online: through the Kviteseid 
web page. 

Pastoral care visits will likely be 
limited for most of June. If you 
have pastoral care needs, you can 
contact Pastor Kristine by phone at 
the church (734-4455), at home 
(737-4667) or by email. 

Big Bend is experimenting with 
parking lot worship using an FM 
transmitter. If it works, Kviteseid 
will be invited to join them on 
June 7 at 9:00 a.m. Stay tuned! 

 
 

WORSHIP TIME 
 

  changes 
       to  
 9:00 a.m. 

 

on July 1st (not June 1st) 

Church Cancellation 

Update 
Military Packages 

 Looking for  
 something  
 different to  
 do with your  
 kids? Spark, 

a division of Augsburg Fortress, 
has produced a series of eight Sun-
day school lessons that follow the 
scripture readings that we will 
hear in worship each week. There 
is a video with song, scripture 
reading, an activity and prayer. 
There are also activity sheets for 
each lesson.  

The last one will be on June 7, 
Holy Trinity Sunday. Find them 
here: https://
www.wearesparkhouse.org/
promos/family-sunday-school/ 

Military boxes will be pack-
aged on Tuesday, June 9 at 9:00 
a.m. Items that can be donated are: 
beef jerky, raisins, granola bars, 
candy and microwave popcorn. 
Please have items to church by 12 
noon on Monday, June 8. Money 
donations are also appreciated. 

Church Boards 

will meet Wednesday, 
June 17th by Zoom 

 
Deacons at 6:00 p.m.  
Trustees at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Church Council 

will meet by Zoom 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Big Bend Parking 

Lot  Worship 

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/
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 3 - Fritjof & Mary Engebretson 
  Larry & Marie Molden 

  Gary & Judy Sweno 

 4 - Josh & Sara Johnson 

 5 - Jason & Chanda Norby 

  Ray & Jessica Trager 

 7 - David & Kim Thompson 

 8 - Matt & Chris Kleven 

 9 - Bob & Diane Berven 

  Brian & Laura Dallman 

 10 - Jeff & Tammie Higgins 

 13 - Pete & Missy Ervin 

 15 - George & Janet Kleven 

 17 - Mike & Renae Tostenson 

 18 - Dave & Sherry Hastings 

 22 - Greg & Sherry Norby 

 23 - Tom & Saundra Moe 

 25 - Mike & Becky Hanson 

 26 - Roddy & Kari Hjort 

  Steve & Karen Meyer 

 30 - Merle & Yvonne Hilden 

 3 - Matthew Ellingson 

  Kristin Higgins 

 4 - Cindy Lee 

 5 - Judy Kleven 

 6 - Rio Kittelson 
  Collin Sweno 

  Devin Sweno 

 7 - Corey Moen 

 8 - Natalie Beninga 

 9 - Scarlett Guest 

10 - Zach Johnson 

  

 

 

11 - Robert Blom 

  Mandi Johnson 

12 - Morgan Ervin 
  Braiden Kittelson 
  Amanda Olson 

  Kim Thompson 

15 - Steve Thompson 

16 - Cynthia  
           Olachnovitch 

  Ted Ziemann 

17 - Bruce Dalrymple 

 

20 - Adeline Ellingboe 
  Warren Heinrich 
  Kent Kanten 

  Bruce Streed 

21 - Alicia Kittelson 

22 - Mason Erp 

23 - Merle Hilden 

24 - Cale Norby 

25 - Marv Link 

  Betty Wanke 

26 - Matt Anderson 

  Kim Heimdahl 

28 - Jodi Tongen 

29 - Ramona  

           Engebretson 

LOCAL NEWS 
Faith in Action 

 

1 Peter 4:10  (ERV)   God has shown you his 
grace in many different ways. So be good 

servants and use whatever gift he has given 
you in a way that will best serve each other. 

 

Dear Kviteseid Members, 

We are looking for people who are blessed 
with the gift of caring for others! A team of 
people is being formed who are willing to 
serve others by connecting in various ways.  
Because of the current COVID-19 situation, it 
will begin with non-contact visitation. This 

may include phone calls, e-mails, and/or notes in the mail. Possible 
recipients are members who live in a nursing home, assisted living 
facility, or alone in their own home. As restrictions ease, we intend to 
move forward with face-to-face visits. This could be done by a fami-
ly, a couple, an individual, or even you and a friend could do it as a 
team. Prayerfully consider becoming part of this exciting ministry.  
We will meet to discuss the possibilities on June 3, 2020 in the 
church basement at 4:30. (We can each sit at a separate table. ☺) If 
you are unable to attend, but would like to be part of this group, 
please call or text Char Strand at 320-815-0219 or send an e-mail to 
her at lakeannie@fedteldirect.net.  Thanks! 

 

1 Peter 4:10  (NKFV)   As each one has received a gift, minister it to 
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

Relay for Life is taking dona-
tions: Due to Covid-19, Relay for 
Life will be held, but the type of 
event is still to be determined 
pending what is safe and al-
lowed. All donations will be used 
locally as in the past. Donations 
may be sent to Lorrie Spray-4055 
130th Avenue NW, Milan, 
MN  56262 or Marie Molden-1590 
120th ST SW, Milan, MN  56262. 

Relay for Life 

This section 

removed for 

member privacy. 

This section removed for 

member privacy. 

mailto:lakeannie@fedteldirect.net
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Dear Kviteseid Lutheran Church 
Members, 

Thank you for your donation of 
$90.33 to the Lac qui Parle 
Community Food Shelf. Your 
generosity will help to buy 
nutritious food for those in our 
community who need help in 
meeting their food needs each 
month.  

The food shelf is located in the 
county highway department 
building on the east side of the 
fairgrounds and is open every 
Thursday from 2-5. 

Last year, 492 households 
(1054 individuals) were served by 
the food shelf taking 31,700# of 
food plus garden produce donated 
by area gardeners. 

All the food purchases are from 
Second Harvest Heartland in St. 
Paul which costs us 25¢ on the 
dollar and from Jubilee Foods in 
town. 

Everyone involved with the 
food shelf is a volunteer.  

The food shelf is able to offer a 
wide variety of good food because 
of caring folks like you in the area. 

Thanks again for your gift! 
Sincerely, Stan Olson 

Treasurer, Lac qui Parle 
Community Food Shelf 

 
 
Kviteseid Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your recent 
charitable gift of $90.33. Your 
support and generosity enables us 
to serve many individuals in our 
local area. 

We are grateful for your 
kindness and your continued 
support. 
Chippewa County Food Shelf Staff 

 
 
To Kviteseid Church, 

Thank you for the Easter card 
and Easter lily I received at Easter 
time. I appreciated them very 
much. Thank you for thinking of 
me. 

God bless you all. Thanks. 
Lois Berge 

We have just finished another 
year of the FLY backpack program. 
I would like to thank all of the 
Kviteseid members and 
organizations for supporting us 
with your donations. It has been 
greatly appreciated. 

Also thank you to the Kviteseid 
team for always being available to 
pack the bags. Great job. Thank 
you gals.  

We did grades K-6. We had 112 
kids that we sent bags home with 
on Fridays. Even though we didn’t 
have kids at the school, bags were 
packed and delivered to their 
homes. The last three months the 
aides at the school packed and 
delivered them. Thank you to them. 

God bless all of you for your 
support. 

Cathy Olson 
Member of FLY Board 

Letters of Thanks 

LOCAL NEWS 
Letters of Thanks 

FLY Backpack 

Program 

 

 

   
 

     Logan James Spray 
 

Parents: Nathan Spray & Heidi Spray 

Fall Plans: Lake Area Technical & Community 
College for Diesel Technology 

Favorite Bible Story: David & Goliath 

Favorite Senior Memory: Switching to online 
schooling during this pandemic allowing me to 
hunt and fish almost everyday 

Senior 

Recognition 

Confirmation 

April 30, 2017 

Graduation 

Montevideo High School 
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Singing: Who knew it was risky – 
until now? 

May 14, 2020 by SW MN Synod 
Rev. Dr. Dee Pederson, Director for 
Evangelical Mission, ELCA 

I miss the singing! We all feel it: 
worshipers, choir members, worship 
leaders, and pastors. We haven’t 
been together to sing in a long time. 
Martin Luther said, Those who sing 
pray twice. Sitting at home, we miss 
the experience of singing with others. 
We may feel like God’s people did in 
exile so long ago, as they cried, How 
can we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land?! 

Then just when we 
think that we’ve learned 
everything there is to 
know about COVID-19, 
new info comes to light. 
That information is 
summarized by one word: aerosol. 
You know – the mist you see when 
you spray an aerosol can of anything 
into the sunlight, and you can see 
these little particles hang in the air? 
That’s it. Recently, scientists have 
taught us how risky it is to be 
exposed to the aerosols of the virus 
through, of all things – singing. 
While singing, particles move out 
from someone’s mouth far beyond 6 
ft. and up to 30 ft. Who knew singing 
could be risky behavior?! 

But remember back a couple of 
months ago when we heard stories of 
how churches suffered a significant 
number of illnesses and deaths? Most 
of those transmissions traced back to 
singing. And NONE of us want to 
live with the question of whether our 
actions caused someone to get sick, 
or even die. 

Physicians and thousands of the 
nation’s choral and music leaders 
have discussed the very real risk of 
transmitting the disease by singing, 

and these are some of their insights: 

• The keys to reopening safe group 
singing and performances will be 
wide-spread testing, contact 
screening, rapid diagnostic 
testing, vaccine development, new 
drug treatments, and physical 
distancing until safe vaccines are 
developed. 

• A return to group singing is high 
risk because people can be 
asymptomatic and contagious. 

• The masks that most people wear 
are not a safe barrier because 
droplets get through or escape a 
mask at the top, bottom, or sides.  

• As one university professor of 
music has said, “There is no safe 
way for choirs to rehearse 
together until there is a vaccine or 
95% effective treatment in place, 
most likely 1 year to 18 months. 
Masks and spacing DO NOT 
protect your singers from 
contagion, and singers are super-
spreaders.” 

The catechism asks, What does 
this mean? What does this mean for 
congregational singing? Can we sing 
together? 

For the time being, there does not 
seem to be a safe way for 
congregations to sing together in 
worship. So before we resume 
congregational singing and prepare 
for the time when we can, consider 
answers to technical questions like 
this: 

• How do you handle transmission 
of viral particles from surfaces 
(hands, hymn books, Bibles, door 
handles)? 

• How do you space people out so 
they aren’t singing in each other’s 
faces? 

• How do we keep pastors, safe 
from the aerosol droplets that the 
congregation projects toward 
them? 

• Can we keep worshipers safe and 
protected from one another in 

worship if they are speaking in 
unison (even The Lord’s Prayer) 
and singing together? 

What we CAN do 

• Musicians can continue to offer 
music on piano, organ, electronic 
keyboard, percussion, and strings. 

• Invite musically-inclined 
individuals and families to record 
music from home and send it for 
inclusion in online worship. 

Our call is to love our neighbor 
and protect the most vulnerable 
among us. It will be very difficult for 
any congregation to find a way to 
answer the above questions 
affirmatively and keep worshipers 
and worship leaders safe. It may be 
that for a time, a vocalist – safely 
distanced in front of a sanctuary – 
offers the congregation’s song on 
behalf of everyone. 

As we look to the day when we 
will be able to belt-out our songs 
together again, we patiently 
remember God’s promise, If it seems 
to tarry, wait for it; it will surely 
come. (Habakkuk 2:3) 

And in the meantime, we sing 
alone together: 

My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth’s lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off 
hymn that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and 
earth, how can I keep from singing? 

Synod News 

LOCAL NEWS 
Southwest Minnesota Synod 
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King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 

Philippians 

Across 

 7 Synonym for greet. Phil 
4:21 (6)  

 8 “If by any means I might 
_____ unto the resurrection of 
the dead.” Phil 3:11 (6)  

 9 Paul asked that the Philippians 
be of one ____. Phil 2:2 (4)  

 10 Paul lists out his qualifications 
and describes himself as a 
member of this Jewish group. 
Phil 3:5 (8)  

 11 “ … But now much more in 
my ______, work out your 
own salvation with fear and 
trembling.” Phil 2:12 (7)  

 13 Paul wrote Philippians. This is 
another New Testament writer. 
(5)  

 15 “For I have no man likemind-
ed, who will naturally care for 
your _____.” Phil 2:20 (5)  

 17 The word that Paul uses to de-
scribe his expectation and 
hope. Phil 1:20 (7)  

 20 “So that my bonds in Christ 
are ______ in all the palace.” 
Phil 1:13 (8)  

 21 “Brethren, be followers to-
gether of me, and mark ____ 
which walk so as ye have us 
for an ensample.” Phil 3:17 (4)  

 23 The baby Jesus was laid in 
this. (6)  

 24 The Hebrew name for God. (6)  

  

Down 

 1 Who was the son of Shamer in 
1 Chron 6:46? (4)  

 2 Jesus is able to “_____ all 
things unto himself.” Phil 3:21 
(6)  

 3 “Not that I speak in _____ of 
want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, there-
with to be content.” Phil 4:11 
(7)  

 4 “And _____ stood up 
against Israel, and pro-
voked David to number 
Israel.” 1 Chron 21:1 (5)  

 5 “Let nothing be done through 
_____ or vainglory.” Phil 2:3 
(6)  

 6 Christ was made “in the 
________ of men.” Phil 2:7 
(8)  

 12 Judas’ act of _______ led to 
the capturing of Christ. (8)  

 14 One of the gospel writers. (7)  

 16 “Do all _____ without mur-
murings and disputings.” Phil 
2:14 (6)  

 18 Paul instructed on being 
blameless “in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse _____.” 
Phil 2:15 (6)  

 19 Paul asks the Philippians to 
imitate what they have 
“learned, and received, and 
_____, and seen” in him. Phil 
4:9 (5)  

 22 Beware of this. Phil 3:2 (4)  

Answer Key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Philippians 
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Sunday Schedule 

  Video Online Worship at 9:00 am   

  Summer Worship Schedule begins July 1   
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455      www.milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Theresa Erickson     

office@milanslutheranchurch.com    
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