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Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 

today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church 

discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from 

their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We 

gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with 

gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

Welcome and announcements 

Opening Hymn: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  ELW #772 

Opening Prayer: 

P: Gracious God, we come this day seeking courage and hope for the future. Our world is in such peril. 

Heal these wounds and quiet the words of war. Help us to be those who bring peace in our families 

and communities. Banish the darkness of doubt and fear; anoint us with your light and love that we 

may spread the good news of your mercy to everyone. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

C: Merciful Lord, we like to think that we do everything well. We pat ourselves on the back when 

we act with love and mercy toward others, complimenting ourselves in self-righteousness. But 

you know us better. You know our faults and our failings. You know when we falsely proclaim 

that we are truly living as you would have us live. Teach us again about your forgiving and 

healing love. Show us ways of merciful living that we may extend the love and mercy you have 

given us to others. Forgive us, we pray. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

P: Rejoice. You are loved by God who heals your hearts and spirits. In Jesus’ Name, we all are forgiven 

and healed. Amen. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

C: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 

we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 

gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Lesson: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to 

the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that 

repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 
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L: 33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 

C: 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart. 

L” 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 

C: 36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 

L: 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 

C: 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 

L: 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 

C: 40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.  

Lesson: Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make 

the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go 

about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: Goodness is Stronger than Evil  ELW #721 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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Sharing The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ, be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer  

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 

gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 

world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Charge 

P: The peace of Jesus Christ has been poured out to you. Now go into the world bringing hope, 

forgiveness, and peace to others. God’s peace is with you always. 

Blessing 

P: Go - love and care for one another in the name of Christ and may The Lord bless you and keep you,  

may the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you,  

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace, now and forevermore.  

C: Amen. 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  ELW #836 
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