
 

December 2019 1 Volume 29, Number 11

Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

Imagine being in Bethlehem the 
night that Christ was born, that Holy 
Night. The town was full of people and 
there was a lot of activity and I’m sure 
a lot of noise. And somewhere off in a 
quiet corner, Jesus was born. Out in 
the hills, angels appeared to shepherds 
with the news: 

To you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger." (Luke 
2:11-12) 

The hymn “O Holy Night” tells the 
story of Jesus’ birth and why he came. 

O holy night! the stars are brightly 
shining; 
It is the night of the dear Savior's 
birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error 
pining, 
Till he appeared and the soul felt its 
worth. 
A thrill of hope—the weary world 
rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious 

morn! 
Fall on your knees! 
O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ 
was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

It was a Holy Night when God sent 
his Son to the earth to be born and live 
among us. 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

In His ministry, Jesus taught about 
love: love of God and love of other. 

You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor 
as yourself. (Luke 10:27) 

I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love 
one another. (Luke 13:34) 

This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 
(John 15:12) 

Truly he taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and his gospel is peace. 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is 
our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall 
cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus 
raise we; 
Let all within us praise his holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise his name 
forever! 
His pow'r and glory evermore 
proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory evermore 
proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory evermore 
proclaim! 

Jesus taught us how to love one 
another, and to love everybody. He 
spent his time with the lowly, the 
downtrodden and the outcasts. His law 
was Love and His gospel was Peace. 

May we radiate His love throughout 
our own lives. 

The weary world rejoices, for 
yonder breaks a new and glorious 
morn! The Lord is come! 
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Worship 

Offerings & 

Attendance 
 

 

Oct. 27 $4,803 92  

Nov. 3 $2,755 76 

Nov. 10 $757 45 

Nov. 17 $3,428 74 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

General Fund 
2019 Financial Responsibilities 

$209,671 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

10/01/19 balance: $947 

October income: $16,268   

October expenses: $12,454   

10/31/19 balance: $4,761   

 

Cashflow loan to date: $34,500 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 

Prayers for recovered health for… Naomi Streed, Matt  Kleven, Clarice Perseke, Richard Olson, Marlys 

Kvistero,  Joel Lund, Betty Kruse, Glen Hilden, Courtney Hislop  and all those who are in need of 

healing. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... The newborn babe wrapped in swaddling  

 clothes, lying in a manger and for all God’s blessings. 

Prayers of support for… 

 Family & friends of Paul Olson who passed away November 7 and all those who have lost loved ones 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary serving in Nairobi, Kenya); Rev. 
Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA in 
South Africa 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

 

Donate online…  

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

This section removed for member privacy. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

Gifts &  

Memorials 

 
 

None to Report 

 

The 2020 Offering  

Envelopes 

will be ready  
and out on the  

table in the  
narthex in early 

December.  

Please pick yours up at 
your convenience. 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 
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On Nov. 17 Kviteseid held a special 
congregational meeting to vote on a 
sharing agreement with Big Bend Lu-
theran Church. It was approved almost 
unanimously. Big Bend approved the 
sharing at a meeting on Oct. 27. 

The agreement takes effect December 
1, 2019. 

Big Bend will contract with Kviteseid 
for pastoral services. Kviteseid will 
retain the letter of call for the pastor. 

The pastoral services to include: 

Sunday worship services. Starting De-
cember 1, 2019, Big Bend will have 
worship at 9:00 am and Kviteseid at 
10:30 am. Worship times will be rotat-
ed every year on June 1. If there are 5 
Sundays in a month, Big Bend will 
find pulpit supply. 

Communion will be the first and sec-
ond Sundays of each month at both 
Kviteseid and Big Bend and special/
holiday services. 

Holiday services:  
Thanksgiving Eve at Big Bend, 
Thanksgiving Day at Kviteseid. 
Christmas Eve: for 2019, Big Bend 
will have 4:30 pm worship. Kviteseid 
will have 6:30 worship. 
Easter: Sunrise Service at Big Bend at 
6:30. Later service at 9:00 at 
Kviteseid. 

Lenten services, including Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday, will be held at Kviteseid. 

Summer worship: to be determined. 

Baptisms, funerals, weddings. 

Visitation – nursing home, homebound 
and hospital. 

Confirmation – Big Bend students will 
attend Wednesday confirmation clas-
ses at Kviteseid. Each church will 
have their own confirmation Sunday.  

Adult Education – Sharing Bible study 
opportunities. 

In case of scheduling conflicts, events 
at Kviteseid have priority. 

The pastor will work out of the 

Kviteseid office. There will be no of-
fice hours at Big Bend. 

Parsonage – Kviteseid parsonage will 
be the permanent residence of the pas-
tor. 

Members can attend either church. 

Offering envelopes – each church will 
have separate offering envelopes that 
will be given to each church. 

Newsletters and bulletins – each 
church will prepare and print their 
own. 

Weather cancellations to be decided 
by each church. 

This is an open-ended contract with a 
(6) month review by the joint Big 
Bend/Kviteseid committee. Thereafter, 
the agreement will be reviewed annu-
ally. The contract can end with a (90) 
day notice from either congregation.   

Big Bend Lutheran Church will write a 
check to Kviteseid Lutheran Church 
on the first of each month in the 
amount of $3,000.00 which will in-
clude mileage. 

Big Bend Agreement 

 

 
Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant: 
Theresa Erickson 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Financial Secretary: 
Missy Ervin 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian: David Thompson 

Organist: Judi Bohm 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director: 
Jessica Trager 

Sunday School Supt.: 
Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries: 
Heidi Hanson 
Luther Opjorden 

 

Church Officers 

President: Jon Hanson 

Vice Pres.: Connie Fragodt 

Secretary: Lorrie Spray 

Treasurer: Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand, Reed Molden, 
Marie Molden 

Board of Trustees 
Josh Moen, Josh Vetter, Nate 
Spray, Erik Boraas, Bruce 
Loose 

Board of Education  
Hillary Spray, Jenna Norby, 
Cheryl Erp, Sue Streed 

Helping Hands Board 
President: Nancy Schneck  
Vice President: Sue Vetter 
Secretary: Cathy Olson 
Treasurer: Theresa Erickson 
Connie Fragodt, Char 
Johnson, Renae Tostenson, 
Naomi Streed, Karla 
Schwendemann 

2019 Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, Staff & Officers 
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December 1st is the first 
Sunday of Advent. Advent 
Sundays continue through 
December 22nd. Each week an 
Advent candle will be lit while a 
wreath blessing is read. 

The children’s Christmas 
program will be held during the 
10:30 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, December 22nd. 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, 
December 24th, a candlelight 
worship service with communion 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day worship with 
communion will be Wednesday, 
December 25th at 9:00 a.m. 

No Sunday School or Adult 
Ed. class will be held on Sunday, 
December 29th. 

 

 

December  

Worship  

Assistants 

 
Acolytes 

 

 1 - Kaitlyn Kittelson 

 8 - Gavin Ascheman 

 24 - Carter Bowen 

 25 - Cale Norby 
 

Lectors 
 

 1 - Jon Hanson 

 8 - Connie Fragodt 

 15 - Rodger Schneck 

 22 - Lee Haugen 

 24 - Jon Hanson 

 25 - Tom Moe 

 29 - Reed Molden 
     

Media Operators 
 

 1 - Gage Augeson 

 8 - Theresa Erickson 

 15 - Kim Olson 

 22 - Connie Fragodt 

 24 - Paul Tostenson 

 25 - Missy Ervin 

 29 - Elizabeth Hanson 
 
 

 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 
 

*Reminder:  It is your  
responsibility to find a  
replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  
you are scheduled.  

December  

Ushers 
 

Group 4 
Captain - Jon Kanten 

793-6647 
 

Peter Ervin 
Gary Heimdahl 

Val Johnson 
Keith Kvistero 
Jason Norby 
Nate Spray 

Sunday School 

Christmas Program 
 

 

Sunday, December 22nd 
during Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

Time Changes 
starting 

Sunday, December 1st
 

 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 

 Adult Ed 9:15 a.m. 

 Worship 10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP NEWS 
December Schedules & Events 
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Serving the next funeral will be group five. 
 

Service Group 5 chairpersons are: 
 

    Bruce & Connie Streed         734-4892 
    Sue Streed                  734-4424 
    John & Sue Vetter                  734-4442 

     Service  
         Groups 

No church supper 
was held again this 
year. Members were 
asked to give a 
monetary donation in lieu of the 
supper. Total received this year was 
$2,525. Thank you! 

Looking for a meaningful way 
to give where needed most? ELCA 
Good Gifts provides more than 50 
different gift-giving options that 
grow the church, fight hunger and 
transform lives. These gifts, 
starting at just $10, provide direct 
support for the churchwide 
ministries of the ELCA.  

What can you give? Chicks, 
goats, piglets, honeybees, water 
filters, share of a water well, school 
supplies, fruit-tree seedlings, seeds 
and gardening tools, mosquito nets, 
warm blankets, Bibles, and much 
more. 

More than 85% of gifts given 
directly support programmatic 

work. Gifts support work in 77 
countries. 

Information is available on the 
table in the narthex. For more 
information go online to 
ELCA.org/goodgifts. 

Other places to consider giving 
to are Heifer International, 
Lutheran World Relief and Global 
Health Ministries. Information for 
these organizations is also on the 
table in the narthex. 

Church Supper Alternative Gifts 

  1 - Randy Fragodt 

  3 - Elliot Dietz 

  5 - Josh Moen 

  Jeff Higgins 

  Sue Birhanzel 

  6 - Robert Enevoldsen 

  7 - Greg Erickson 

  8 - Paul Tostenson 

  9 - Tayler Kittelson 

10 - Bob Molden 

       Iver Heinrich 

13 - Derick Sweno 

14 - Jessica Haas 

  Jim Anderson 

16 - Holly Kanten 

17 - Kalie Molden 

19 - Paul Belseth 

20 - Rod Olson 

  Richard Dale 

22 - Simon Moen 

24 - Journey Kanten 

27 - Val Johnson 

  Phil Kleven 

28 - Janet Kittelson 

29 - Fern Streed 

30 - Barb Dale 

  Bob Running 

 

 

 

 

 

   1 - Vern & Pat Berge 

 15 - Karan & Mary Schmiesing 

 22 - Craig & Char Strand 

 29 - Paul & Patee Spray 

LOCAL NEWS 
Faith in Action 

This section removed for member privacy. 

Military boxes will be pack-
aged on Tuesday, December 10 at 
9:00 a.m. Items that can be donated 
are: beef jerky, raisins, granola 
bars, Christmas candy and micro-
wave popcorn. Please have items to 
church by 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 
December 9. Money donations are 
also appreciated. 

Military Packages 
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Where, oh where, has the fall 
gone? Seems like we barely had any 
summer! But - Advent is here and 
Christmas is right around the corner! 
So Happy Advent and be sure to say 
"Merry Christmas!!" Christ is the 
reason for the season!!! 

Thank you to everyone for all 
you do in the life of our church. 
Whether you have helped by being a 
chairperson for a service group, 
taught or helped with the Sunday 
School, helped serve funerals and 
dinners, quilted, visited a shut-in, 
took meals to someone in need, 
decorated the church, brought 
goodies for coffee fellowship, 
ushered, sang or played a musical 
instrument, packed military boxes, 
changed the altar paraments, made 
baptismal towels, lectored or did 
media, served as church officer, 
trustee or deacon or did any number 
of things that make our church a 
wonderful, helpful, soulful place. 
You are appreciated and needed! 
Thank you! Thank you!! 

Thank you to Pastor Kristine and 
Rich, Theresa, Judi and David for all 
you do! You are appreciated! Thank 
you! 

Thank you to Group 4, 
chairpersons, Theresa Erickson, 
Rodger/Nancy Schneck, Rob/Karla 
Schwendemann, for serving the 
family and friends of Paul Olson 
following his funeral service. Your 
time and talent is appreciated. 

Thank you to Group 5, 
chairpersons, Bruce/Connie Streed, 
Sue Streed, John/Sue Vetter, for 
serving the Fall Fellowship dinner, 
celebrating our new members as well 
as those saints who have passed 
away this past year. Blessed be their 
memory! 

Thank you to Group 1, 
chairpersons Ryan/Joan Grant, Rich 
Isder, Ray/Jessica Trager, for 

decorating the Sanctuary for the fall 
season. It looks great! Thank you for 
also taking them down after we have 
enjoyed them. 

Thank you to Group 3, 
chairpersons, Ken/Cindy Lee, Ronae 
Rose, Ron/Nancy Streed, for 
decorating for the Christmas season! 
Thank you in advance for also taking 
them down after we have enjoyed 
them. 

The Helping Hands held their 
annual meeting recently over a 
potluck lunch! At that meeting we 
donated money to the following 
organizations: Marie Sandvik, Rice 
Hospice, Lutheran Social Services, 
Pathways, Strengthening the Family, 
Heartland Girls Ranch, Caregivers, 
Chippewa, Lac Qui Parle and Swift 
County food shelves, World Hunger, 
Kviteseid Missionary, Lutheran 
World Relief, Global Health, 
Kviteseid Military Boxes, FLY 
Backpacks. These donations totaled 
$3150. 

We will be provided an 
opportunity to send Christmas 
greetings to those in our 
congregation who are in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities and 
our military men and women. The 
greeting cards will be on tables in the 
Narthex and will be there for a 
couple of Sundays. Be sure to sign 
your name to the cards and make 
someone happy to get a Christmas 
card at this time of the year. 
Volunteers are needed to help deliver 
the cards. Pastor Kristine or Connie 
Fragodt will be happy to help with 
that. 

Military boxes were packed 
before Thanksgiving and will also be 
packed again before Christmas. If 
you would like to donate items or 
money to purchase items for the 
boxes, please see Nancy Streed. She 
will be happy to help you with that. 

The Helping Hands Board will 
be hosting a Christmas Party at 
Apple Ridge in Appleton on 

December 7 at 2:30 pm. All are 
welcome to attend. All board 
members should be there with treats 
by 2:00. 

One of the measures taken at the 
Helping Hands annual meeting was 
to move from five service groups to 
four. We will be looking for new 
chairpersons to head those four 
groups. If you are called, please 
consider taking on this 
responsibility. We do try to make it 
as friendly and easy as possible. 
Remember, you are not alone in that 
endeavor. There will be three units in 
charge of each group, and there are 
always members of the board or 
others in the congregation who are 
more than willing to help if you are 
short. Thank you to all who accept 
this challenge! You are appreciated! 
The new chairperson's year will start 
after the annual meeting and the new 
booklets come out. 

Group 5 is in the charge of the 
next funeral. 

Wishing everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and special joys with 
family and friends! 

Helping Hands 

Order  

Your  

Poinsettia 

Poinsettias to decorate the  
church for Christmas can be 
purchased and given in memory or 
in honor of loved ones. After 
Christmas, those of you who 
purchased a poinsettia may take one 
home with you to enjoy throughout 
the rest of the holiday season. If you 
would like to purchase one, you can 
do so at Bergen’s Prairie Market in 
Milan or Country Floral in Appleton 
(those purchased from Country 
Floral will be labeled with your 
name). 

LOCAL NEWS 
December News 
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Synod News December 2019 

Dear Friends in Christ - 

Thank you for all you do each day 
in and through your congregation. 
Your congregation is your home 
base. People come to know Jesus 
through you. And beyond your 
congregation, you belong to 
something bigger: 

And beyond your congregation, 
you belong to something bigger: 

• The Southwestern Minnesota 
Synod of the ELCA - 234 
congregations and 2 mission 
starts, here to embrace God's 
mission and equip God's people. 

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America - one church in 9,100 
places, nearly 3.5 million people 
strong, "members one of 
another" (Romans 12:4-5) 
moving forward together in 
Christ. 

You and your congregation embody 
what it means to be church together 
in so many ways: 

• Pastors of the Watonwan 
Conference are beginning a 
special effort to support military 
chaplains and families. 

• Our Laotian ministry in St. Cloud 
is drawing in new members and 
growing leaders. 

• Campus Ministry (LuMin) at 
SMSU (Marshall) is hosting a 
food shelf and providing meals to 
any students facing food 
insecurity. 

• Congregations are welcoming 
interim, newly ordained, and 
newly called pastors because of 

the hard work of your synod 
ministers and synod bishop. 

• Congregational leaders are 
excited to be growing in 
generosity through our 
partnership with the ELCA, 
Cultivating Generous 
Congregations, and The 
Executive Certificate in Religious 
Fundraising. 

• Equipping Congregations Day is 
drawing hundreds of people from 
across our synod to be equipped! 

Ministries like these are possible 
because our Creator God has 
gathered us as church together in 
Jesus Christ, and with the Holy 
Spirit, is sending us into the 
world. 

Ministries like these continue, 
grow, and expand because your 
congregation shares Mission 
Support (benevolence) - a 
percentage of offerings beyond 
your local ministry site. Mission 
Support is an investment in our 
commitment to each other that 
makes possible experiences, 
resources, and ideas that help more 
and more people know the way of 
Life in Jesus. Mission Support 
allows us to act as church together 
for the sake of the world God loves 
so much. It allows us, together, to 
Embrace God's Mission and 
Equip God's People. 

As you discuss the Mission Support 
portion of your regular offerings, 
please prayerfully consider how 
your offerings provide both the 
foundation and the fuel to do God's 
work in the world. Consider how 
we have a greater impact in our 
communities and beyond because 
we are "members one of another," 
serving others and sharing God's 
abundance. 

Thank you for your generous 
support throughout 2019 and in the 
season of giving ahead. Most of all, 
thank you for all you do each day 
as you Embrace God's Mission 
and Equip God's People. 

Grace and peace in Christ, 

Rev. Dee Pederson 
Director for Evangelical Mission 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod, 
ELCA 

LOCAL NEWS 
Southwest Minnesota Synod 

Synod News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Worship 
with Communion 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day Worship 
with Communion 

9:00 a.m. 
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Across  

1  The false witnesses of Ste-
phen said, “This man 
_______ not to speak blas-
phemous words against 
this holy place, and the 
law.” Acts 6:13 (7)   

5 Paul met with Luke and his 
companions at this place 
and then went to Mitylene. 
Acts 20:14 (5)   

6 8  “And they were all 
amazed, and were in 
doubt, saying one to ______,  
What meaneth this?” Acts 2:12 (7)   

9  Crispus was the chief ______ of the 
synagogue. Acts 18:8 (5)   

10 “What is it therefore? the multitude 
must ____ come together: for they 
will hear that thou art come.” Acts 
21:22 (5)   

11 Cornelius was of this band. Acts 
10:1 (7)   

12 Paul and Silas were ____ into the 
inner prison and their feet were put 
in stocks. Acts 16:24 (6)   

14 “And with these sayings ______ 
restrained they the people, that they 
had not done sacrifice unto them.” 
Acts 14:18 (6)   

17 “ ... And as many as were ordained 
to _____ life believed.” Acts 13:48 
(7)   

19 Acts records that many were _____ 
to the Lord through the missionary 
efforts of the apostles. Acts 5:14 (5) 

 

 

 

 

22 “And all that believed were togeth-
er, and had all ____s common.” 
Acts 2:44 (5)  

23 One of the actions that the lame man 
did when he was healed in Acts 3:8. 
(7)   

24 The father of Sychem. Acts 7:16 (5)   

25 A cursed creature in Genesis 3. (7)  

 

Down 

1  This fell from Peter’s hands when 
the angel of the Lord came to his 
rescue in prison. Acts 12:7 (5)   

2  “And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, 
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: 
arise, and make thy bed. And he 
____ immediately.” Acts 9:34 (5)   

3  When Paul came to this city in Acts 
19, he gave instruction on baptism 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. (7)   

4 “And _____ do I exercise myself, to 
have always a conscience void to 
offence toward God, and toward 
men.” Acts 24:16 (6)  

5 “ ... As we were driven up 
and down in ____, about 
midnight the shipmen 
deemed that they drew near 
to some country.” Acts 
27:27 (5)   

6 Herod put Peter in prison 
and “delivered him to four 
quaternions of ____s to 
keep him.” Acts 12:4 (7)   

7 “For thou bringest certain 
______ things to our ears: 
we would know therefore 
what these things mean.” 
Acts 17:20 (7)   

12  In Acts 19:29 there is a riot in Ephe-
sus and the people of the city rushed 
into this building. (7)   

13 “And from thence we fetched a 
compass, and came to _____.” Acts 
28:13 (7)   

15 There are 28 of these in the book of 
Acts. (7)   

16 In Acts 15:5-6 there rose up a sect 
of Pharisees who said that circumci-
sion was needed. Along with the 
apostles, these people met to consid-
er this matter. (6)   

18 Another name for Simeon in Acts 
13:1 (5)   

20 Paul met Timothy when he came to 
____ and Lystra. Acts 16:1 (5)   

21 Some men of the circumcision con-
tended with Peter saying, “Thou 
wentest in to men uncircumcised, 
and ____ eat with them.” Acts 11:3 
(5)  

King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 

Acts  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 

24 25 

Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Acts 
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Sunday Schedule 

  Sunday School & Adult Ed at 9:15 am     

  Worship at 10:30 am   
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455      www.milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Theresa Erickson     

office@milanslutheranchurch.com    

KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 


