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The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the 

wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those often 

excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 

struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by 

Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” 

Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for 

our souls. 

Welcome and announcements 

A Litany for Independence Day 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

C: We thank you Lord. 

Opening Hymn: God of Our Fathers  LBW #567 

Call to Worship 

P: Come to our God, all who are worn out by life: 

C: for it is God who provides the rest we need. 

P: Come to our God, all who are weighed down: 

C: for it is our God who carries our burdens with us. 

** Confession and Forgiveness 

P: God upholds all who are falling  Ps. 145:14 

and raises up all who are bowed down. 

Therefore let us confess our sin with every confidence that we will be lifted up. 

C: Holy One, we confess to you and to each other 

that we are tired and weighed down by the mistakes we have made,  

even in our closest relationships with our friends, our spouses, and our partners. 

We give this burden to you, mindful of Jesus’ promise that he will give us rest.  Matt. 11:28 

We trust in you. Amen. 

P: Friends, hear the good news of our faith:  Ps. 145:8–9 

God is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, showing compassion to all. 

Forgiven and freed, let us rise up with joy and share our peace with one another. 

C: Amen. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

C: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts 

are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, 

and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s 

covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14 

L: 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C: 9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 

L: 10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

C: 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

L: 12that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

C: 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

L: 14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know 

to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 111:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that 

wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW #733 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ, be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer  

P: As you have received each one of us, O Lord, receive also these gifts that we offer to you that your 

love may be made known through ministries of peace, hope and justice. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you…  

C: As he has in years gone by, generation after generation.  

P: May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you…  

C: As he has in years gone by, generation after generation.  

P: May the Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
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C: As he has in years gone by, generation after generation. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: This Is My Song  ELW #887 
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