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Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah 

proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath 

and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges 

us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have 

time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs 

of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 

Welcome and announcements 

Opening Hymn: O Zion, Haste    ELW #668 

** Call to Worship 

P: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations; Ps. 90:1, 2 

C: you have been our home throughout all the ages. 

P: You were there before the world was made and will be forever. 

C: From everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

** Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: God’s love has destined us not for wrath, but rather for salvation.  1 Thess. 5:9 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to the One who is eager to save. 

C: Loving God, Ps. 90:1, 8 

we confess that we have sinned against you by not honoring you or one another. 

When we place our iniquities before you, it is your love that sheds light on our wayward deeds. 

As we stand in awe of your constancy for us, we ask your forgiveness through the mercy of 

Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

P: Sisters and brothers,  Ps. 90:3, 12 

when we acknowledge our human limitations  

and turn to depend upon our everlasting God, 

we grow wise in heart to God’s commands.  

You are freed to love another, 

for your sins are forgiven by the mercy of Christ. Amen. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

C: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all 

that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the 

day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Lesson:  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Zephaniah presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the 

New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord. 

Psalm 90:1-12 

L: 1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 

C: 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,  

from age to age you are God. 

L: 3You turn us back to the dust and say, "Turn back, O children of earth." 

C: 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past  

and like a watch in the night; 

L: 5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: 

C: 6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

L: 7For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. 

C: 8Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

L: 9When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

C: 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; 

yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

L: 11Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation? 

C: 12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and 

now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as 

they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: When Peace Like A River  ELW #785 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation 

around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ, be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer  

C: Now, in these moments of gratitude, we would offer you a portion of all which you have given to 

us, Gracious God. We do so, trusting that you will take them, multiplying them in your kingdom, 

so all might be blessed by your love, your peace, and your hope. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

** Charge 

P: Sisters and brothers,  Matt. 25:14–30 

God in Christ has given us the glorious treasure of eternal life. 

Do not leave this treasure hidden,  

but rather enjoy its abundance with everyone.  

** Blessing: 

P: May God, whose coming we eagerly await,  Ps. 90:1–12 

keep you fervent in faith,  1 Thess. 5:1–11 

steadfast in hope,  

and constant in love. 

And the blessing of God,  

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Dismissal 

P: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: Go, My Children, With My Blessing  ELW #543 
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