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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

 

On Sunday, Sept. 16, we had 
special visitors at our worship 
service from Seattle.  

In 1979, Kviteseid sponsored a 
Vietnamese refugee family. The 
family consisted of a husband and 
wife, their three sons and a 15-year 
old nephew Ba. They came to the 
United States after being in a 
refugee camp. 

The weekend of Sept. 16, Ba, 
who now goes by Paul, brought his 
wife and two young adult children 
to show them where he lived for a 
year and to reconnect with the 
people. On Sunday, they came to 
Milan and Paul showed them 
around town. They came to church 
on Sunday and brought cookies and 
candy to share. He thanked the 
congregation for all they had done 
for the family. 

Paul said his “auntie” kept track 
of some of the people they got to 
know while in Milan.  

He remembered that a neighbor 
lady made cookies for them. That 
neighbor was Annie Olson, mother 
of Janet Tostenson. After 39 years, 
Paul remembered the cookies she 
gave them. He also remembered 

that they were very good! 
Paul was baptized at Kviteseid 

and showed me a picture on his 
phone of his baptism certificate. 

Paul talked about Gloria who 
helped him learn English. It was  
Gloria Kruse, who happened to be 
visiting from Kansas that weekend. 
She was so glad to see him and to 
see how he is doing now! She was 
his ESL teacher at school. He didn’t 
know any English when he came to 
Milan. It had to be a God incident 
that she was here so they could 
reconnect.  

As I told the children during the 
children’s sermon, you can help 
and serve others by doing small 
deeds of kindness. After 39 years, 
Paul still remembered the cookies 
that Annie made for them. We 
never know how much difference 
our acts of service can make to 
others. God has given each of us 
different talents and we can use 
them to help others. 

Here is the information about 
the family from the Kviteseid 125th 
Anniversary Booklet: 
 

Continued on page 3 

 

Kviteseid Lutheran Church 
October 2018 | Volume 28 | Number 10 



 

October 2018 2 Volume 28, Number 10

STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

 

 

Worship Offerings & 

Attendance 
 

 

Sept. 2 $   510 62 

 Food shelves $   310  

Sept. 9 $2,122 148  

Sept. 16 $6,995 115 

Sept. 23 $1,963 103 

 
 

 
 
 

 

General Fund 
2018 Financial Responsibilities 

$206,812 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

8/01/18 balance: $         2 

August income: $  9,245 

August expenses: $13,393 

Cashflow loan: $ 5,000   

8/31/18 balance: $    854          
  

Cashflow loan to date: $26,000 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 

Prayers for recovered health for… Betty Kruse, Ernie Streed, Glen Hilden, Carleen Snyder, Netty Rosida, 
Bella Rademacher and all those who are in need of healing. 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... The baptisms of Charles Kanten, son of Jim & Laura Kanten on September 9 and 
Willow Kanten, daughter of Tyler & Holly Kanten on  
                                   September 23 and all God’s blessings! 

 

Prayers of support for… 
 

 Family and friends of members who have joined the church triumphant: John Strand, September 13 and Shirley 
Connelly, August 26, and all those who have lost loved ones, 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction, 

 Our church leaders, 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders, 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary  
serving in South Africa); Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our  
partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA . 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

 

 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

 

Undesignated Fund 

In memory of 

Ray Streed 

John Strand 
 

Kitchen Fund 

In memory of 

Ray Streed 

Roger Lundberg 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

Donate online…  

It’s easy! 

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

This section removed for member privacy. 
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LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, staff & officers 

2015  
 

 

 

Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant Malisa Ervin 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian David Thompson 

Organist Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director Jessica Trager 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents Mandi 
Johnson & Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries 
Joel Lund & Luther Opjorden 

Church Officers 

President Jim Kanten 

Vice President Jon Hanson 

Secretary Cindy Kanten 

Treasurer Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, Marlys Kvistero, 
Tom Moe, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand 

Board of Trustees 
Reed Molden, Josh Moen, 
Josh Vetter, Nate Spray, Erik 
Boraas 

Board of Education  
Shea Joyce, Hillary Spray, 
Jenna Norby, Cheryl Erp, 
Coral Wehrkamp 

Helping Hands Board 
Pres. Nancy Schneck,  
Vice Pres. Sue Vetter, 
Treas. Theresa Erickson,  
Sec. Cathy Olson,  
Barb Dale, Connie Fragodt, 
Char Johnson, Naomi Streed,  
Karla Schwendemann 

2018  

Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

Continued from page 1 
“On September 9, 1979, a 

special congregational meeting was 
called to consider sponsoring a 
Vietnamese family. Several 
meetings had taken place earlier on 
the same subject. By December 17 
three vans of eighteen Kviteseid 
members welcomed a refugee 
family as they arrived by plane 
from Seattle. Kviteseid’s 
sponsorship included six people: 
Ngon Luong, father, age 42 
Nguyen Thi Hai, mother, age 33 
Kien Thong Luong, son, age 13 
Kien Minh Luong, son, age 9 
Kien Nh Luong, son, age 5 
Kien Ba Luong, nephew, age 15 

The church was pleased to 
sponsor the Luong family. Hai 
Luong worked at the Carlson Doll 
Factory, rural Milan. Ngon Luong 
worked at Western Printers in 
Montevideo. The family moved to 
Seattle in 1981.”  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Kristine and Rich feel so 
strongly about supporting the 
synod, that they have issued a 
challenge. For every dollar given 
for additional benevolence, they 
will match it, up to $4,000. So if 
you give $50, it turns into $100. 
The challenge is for any donations 
given in 2018. To date, you have 
given $2,483. With the match… 
that’s $4,966! Thank you! 

The annual church supper was 

not held again this year. So what 

does that mean for our church? Our 

annual supper raises between 

$3,500 and $4,500, depending on 

expenses and turnout. The church 

council is asking members to give a 

contribution to help offset this lack 

of income. On average, a couple 

would have spent about $25 for the 

meal. Not to mention all the time 

spent and donations of food. Many 

people commented “I would rather 

just write a check.” 

So in the month of October, 

please consider giving a financial 

gift in lieu of the church supper. 

And if anyone would like to take on 

the chairpersons role, please talk to 

a council member.  Thank you! 

Church supper 

Synod Benevolence 

Challenge Update 
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 Reformation Sunday will be 
October 28. This is the day we 
remember Martin Luther. Martin 
Luther, a German professor of 
theology, composer, priest and 
monk, disagreed with the ways of 
the church and said so by nailing 
his 95 Theses to the church door in 
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.  
This was the beginning of the 
Reformation. 
 If you are able to, wear RED 
on October 28 to worship. 

 A Lac qui Parle Global 
Mission meeting will be held 
Friday, Oct. 19 at Granite Falls 
Lutheran Church. Guest speakers 
will be Jesse and Lois Post who 
went on a mission trip to China 

and Thailand. They went with Life 
Light from Sioux Falls which is a 
Focus on Reach-out as a gospel 
group. 
 Morning coffee at 9:30 with 
meeting at 10:00 and adjourning 
with a noon lunch. Offerings go to 
support mission work. 
 All are welcome! Any 
questions, contact Jackie Ast at 
320-367-2870. 

 
 

 

Serving the next funeral will be group three. 
 

Service Group 3 chairpersons are: 
 

    Randy & Connie Fragodt         752-4552 
    Val & Char Johnson         752-4577 
    Jon & Cindy Kanten         793-6647 

     Service  
         Groups 

WORSHIP NEWS 
October schedules & events 

 

 

October 
 

Acolytes 
 

 7 - Tayler K 

 14 - Gage A 
 

Lectors 
 

 7 - Lee Haugen 

 14 - Heidi Hanson 

 21 - Marlys Kvistero 

 28 - Tom Moe 
     

Media Operators 
 

 7 - Kim Olson 

 14 - Connie Fragodt 

 21 - Paul Tostenson 

 28 - Cale Norby 
 
 

 

 

 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

*Reminder:  It is your  

responsibility to find a  

replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  

you are scheduled.  

Reformation Sunday 

Global Missions 

 

October - Group 8 
 

Captain Ryan Grant 
734-4924 

 

Tyler Kanten 

Dave Lovehaug 

Luther Opjorden 

Reed Molden 

Rich Isder 

Rob Schwendemann October is 
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Joint Council Meeting  
September 19, 2018 

 

Meeting called to order by Vice 
President Jon Hanson. 
Reports: 
Secretary report available behind 
agenda. 
Trustee's Report:  Reed reported 
Chappel came to do maintence 
work.  Landscape proposal with 
discussion.  Trustee members 
tabled project with possible more 
plans for next spring.  They are 
getting quotes for cleaning carpet in 
church and library. 
Treasure's Report:  Rich reported 
current balance in General Fund of 
$7,072.74.   
Deacon's Report:  Tom reported 
there were 3 Lakeside services 
scheduled but due to weather only 
had 1 at the lake.  They are 
discussing plans for next year to 
continue.  God's Work Our Hands 
received positive responses and 
was a very active day.  Deacons 
conducted Sunday service with 
Reed providing sermon while 
Pastor Kristine gone on vacation. 

Board of Education's Report:  
Vacation Bible School was held on 
August 23 &23 with 22 kids 
attending.  Rally Sunday was held 
on September 9th.  Forty-six kids, 
not including Senior Forum 
students, are in Sunday school.  
Christmas Program is scheduled for 
Dec. 16th. 
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Kristine 
talked about the visit from the 
Vietnamese family we sponsored in 
1979.  A nephew and his family 
attended Sunday service.  Seven 
students are in confirmation class 
this year with 5 will be confirmed 
in the spring.  3 years olds received 
Bibles Sunday and they were the 
first babies Pastor Kristine baptized 
after she came.  She has enjoyed 
watching them grow up.  Pastor 
Kristine will be attending the 
ordaination of Vicar Linda Estling 
to pastor on Saturday September 22 
in Watson.  Pastor Doris Weber 
from the Big Bend Church will be 
retiring on November 1.  Rich and 
Pastor Kristine are continuing with 
the Synod benevolence challenge.  
Pastor Kristine had her first synod 
council meeting.  They discussed 
giving to the synod is down for the 

year. Pastor Linda Pederson, a 
synod minister, is retiring 
December 1.  Her replacement will 
be Pastor Steve Cook. There will be 
Conference re-alignment. 

A motion by Tom Moe to 
accept reports and seconded by 
Josh Vetter, approval of all the 
reports passed. 
Old Business: none 
New Business: November board 
meeting will be moved to 
November 14th.  December board 
and council meetings will be 
moved to December 12th at 7:00 
and 7:30 p.m.  Annual meeting will 
be January 13th if snow day moved 
to January 27th.  Motion made by 
Reed Molden to accept date 
changes and seconded by Nate 
Spray, motion passed. 

Motion to adjourn meeting was 
by Reed Molden and seconded by 
Josh Moen. 

Closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Submitted by, 
Cindy Kanten, Church Secretary 

Area Church News 
 

Congratulations to  
 

Pastor Linda Estling on her 
ordination Saturday September 22 

at Watson Lutheran Church. 
 

Pastor Kathleen Soldwisch on 
the 25th anniversary of her 

ordination. Pastor Kathleen serves 
Borgund and Minnesota Valley 

Lutheran Churches. 

LOCAL NEWS 
Church Council Minutes September 19 

Interested  

in becoming a 

member of 

Kviteseid? 

Talk to Pr. Kristine. 

We will be receiving 

new members on 

Sunday, Nov. 4. 

Coffee Fellowship 

Sign up to serve goodies  

n’ coffee each Sunday.  

Sign up sheet 

is on the  

table in the 

narthex. 
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Fall is here, school has started, 
the leaves are turning, the weather 
cooling and all is well here at 
Kviteseid and in Milan. Best wishes 
to all for a good, safe harvest and a 
good school year for everyone! 

Thank you to everyone who 
came and participated in God's 
Work, Our Hands Sunday. Much 
was accomplished and it is 
certainly true that Many Hands 
Make Little Work! In addition, it is 
Much Fun!! 

Thank you to Group 5, 
chairpersons Robert/Jill Blom, 
Craig/Char Strand and Steve 
Thompson for making lunch for 
everyone, thanks to a Thrivent 
Grant which provided the food for 
God's Work Our Hands Sunday. It 
was delicious! The day started 
perfectly with a short service with 
communion after which people 
began cleaning the ditches, visiting 
the shut-ins, tying quilts, wrapping 

bandages, packaging layettes, 
decorating cookies (which were 
delicious and beautiful!), filling 
military boxes and coloring! 
Everyone had a great time! If you 
didn't make it this year, plan ahead 
and put it on your calendar for next 
year! 

It was great to have Sunday 
School start again and have all the 
commotion of the kids in church! 
Love the Noise!!! Thank you to all 
of the Sunday School teachers and 
leaders for all their hard work in the 
Sunday School program again this 
year! You are awesome! 

Thank you to all the Service 
Groups for their service in the 
church cleaning projects again this 
year. It is much appreciated! 

Thank you to all who have 
brought goodies for coffee 
fellowship during the summer! Be 
sure to sign up for coffee 
fellowship before services this fall 
and winter! 

Thank you to Group 2, 
chairpersons Vern/Pat Berge, Gary/

Kim Heimdahl, Jason/Chanda 
Norby, for serving the family and 
friends of John Strand following his 
funeral. Much appreciated by his 
family. 

Group 3, chairpersons, Randy/
Connie Fragodt, Val/Char Johnson, 
Jon/Cindy Kanten, are next up for 
funeral service. 

November dates: November 4 - 
Fall Festival - potluck dinner - 
Group 3 in charge. November 14 - 
Helping Hands Annual meeting. 
This was originally scheduled for 
Nov. 7, but Big Bend Lutheran 
would love to see everyone at their 
Meatball Supper! 

Have a wonderful fall, 
everyone! 

LOCAL NEWS 
October News 

Helping Hands 

 1 - Elizabeth Hanson 

 4 - Ryan Grant 

  5 - David Lovehaug 

  8 - Matt Grant 

  Shane Augeson 

 10 - Kaitlyn Kittelson 

 11 - Tosten Johnson 

  Caroline Johnson 

 14 - Ron Anderson 
  Kiona Hermanson 

  Jennifer Tostenson 

 16 -  Janet Kleven 

 19 - Rich Isder 

  Ken Kittelson 

 21 - Parker Spray 

22 -  Holden Tostenson  

23 -  Judi Bohm 

  Jason Norby 

 24 - Jill Blom 

  Emily Heinrich 

 26 - Paul Blom 
  Virgil Kruse 

  Nick Opjorden 

27 - Oliver Wehrkamp 

 28 - Karla Schwendemann 

 30 - Rodger Schneck 

 31 - Martha Opjorden 

1st - Shawn & Shea Joyce 

5th - Jon & Heidi Hanson 

8th - Brett & Laura Tostenson 

11th - Cheryl & Ryan Erp 

20th - Gary & Deb Kleven 

Rob & Karla Schwendemann 

30th - Kent & Kim Kanten 

 
November 4 is  

All Saints Sunday.  
We will remember those 
who died in the last year  

and those baptized. 
  

This section removed for member privacy. 
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The synod council retreat was 
held Sept. 14 and 15 at Green Lake 

Bible Camp. It was my first in 
person synod council meeting after 
three online/phone meetings. I am 

on the Management and 
Mission committee.  

There are 30 
members of the council: 
23 voting members and 

7 advisory members. 
There are four officers. 
There is a 
representative from 

each conference and 
several at large members and also 
one youth member. The council is 

elected by the synod assembly and 
serves a three-year term. The 
council meets in person four times 

a year and other times as needed in 
online/phone meetings. 

Synod minister Pastor Linda 
Pederson will be retiring Nov. 30. 

Pastor Steve Cook has been called 
to join the synod staff. 

Giving to the synod is down for 
the year. Like our congregation, 

they get a lot of contributions at the 
end of the year. 

The supply of pastors is 
tightening. There are fewer 

candidates coming 

out of seminary and 
not enough to replace 
the pastors that are 

retiring. Five 
candidates in the 
TEEM (Theological 
Education for 

Emerging Ministry) 
program have 

completed their studies and are 

being ordained for service in the 
synod. 

The synod has ten conferences. 
We are in the Lac qui Parle 
Conference. The synod council has 

been working on conference 
realignment for over two years. The 
purpose of the realignment is to 

even out the number of members in 
each conference for synod 

representation. The current 
proposal will reduce the number of 
conferences to six. At the 

November meeting the council will 
decide if the proposed plan will be 
taken to the synod assembly next 

June for approval. If approved, the 
realignment will take place at the 
end of the synod assembly. We will 

become part of the Northwest 
Conference along with the Glacial 
Ridge Conference.  

LOCAL NEWS 
October News 

Synod News 

September 9 was God’s Work 
Our Hands Sunday at Kviteseid. 
Thank you to those who came and 
helped, to those who led projects 
and those who prepared dinner. 
Projects Completed: assembled 34 
layettes, tied 2 quilts, packed 16 
military boxes, rolled 300 
bandages, visited several people, 
picked up garbage in the road ditch, 
and kids decorated cookies for 
lunch. People of all ages worked 
together on projects. It was a great 
day. We plan to do it again next 
year. 

Thank you 

“Scripture is  
like a pair of 
spectacles 

which dispels 
the darkness 

and gives us a 
clear view of 

God.” 

- John Calvin 
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JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Obadiah 

Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page 

online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 
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KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Contact information 

Sunday Schedule 

  Sunday School & Adult Ed at 8:45 am     

    Worship at 10:00 am    
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455    www.milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Malisa Ervin    office@milanslutheranchurch.com    

Regular office hours for Parish Assistant:   

Mon. & Wed. 8 am - 4 pm              Tue., Thu. & Fri., 8 am - noon 


