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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

What Are You Taking Up For 
Lent? 

Some people “give up” 
something during Lent. Others 
“take up” something. 

If you are interested in “taking 
up” something for Lent to grow in 
your faith, we have these 
opportunities for you: 

• Lenten devotions. Copies of the 
2019 Lenten Devotional from 
Luther Seminary will be available 
for you to pick up and read. This 
is a daily devotional. The theme is 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
and is based on the scripture texts 
for the Sundays in Lent. You can 
also access it each day online at 
https://www.luthersem.edu/
godpause/ 

• Adult education hour. Pastor 
Kristine will lead the study: 
“ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days 
of Giving”. Each session includes 

scripture texts and draws on 
stories from projects supported by 
ELCA World Hunger. We meet 
downstairs in the chapel from 
8:45 to 9:45. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. Come even if 
you can’t be there every week. 
We are currently learning about 
ELCA Good Gifts and collecting 
offering. At the end of Sunday 
school in May, we will choose a 
Good Gift to give the money to. 

• Wednesday night Lenten services. 
The theme is “Where is God in 
My Suffering?” We will draw on 
the words of Lenten hymns. See 

additional information elsewhere 
in this newsletter. 

• Sunday morning worship. The 
sermon theme is “God is . . .” 
From the scripture texts for each 
Sunday, we will look at the 
different ways God cares for us: 
March 10 “God is Our Refuge”. 
March 17 “God is Our Protector”. 
March 24 “God is Our Helper”. 
March 31 “God is Welcoming 
Us”. April 7 “God is Doing a 
New Thing”.  

Ash Wednesday is March 6 and 
marks the beginning of the season 
of Lent. The Ash Wednesday 
service will include Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion. 

Ash Wednesday comes from the 
ancient practice of placing ashes on 
worshippers’ foreheads as a sign of 
humility before God, a symbol of 
mourning and sorrow at the death 
that sin brings into the world.  
Continued on page 3 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

 

 

Worship Offerings & 

Attendance 
 

 

Feb. 3 $2,410 60 

Feb. 10 $1,129 64 

Feb. 17 $   840 48 

Feb. 24 canceled 

 

 

 

 

 
 

General Fund 
2019 Financial Responsibilities 

$209,671 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

1/01/19 balance: $1,091 

January income: $10,014 

January expenses: $14,130 
 

Cashflow loan: $3,500 

1/31/19 balance: $475 
   

Cashflow loan to date: $3,500 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 

Prayers for recovered health for… Tim Lea, Betty 
Kruse, Glen Hilden, Carleen Snyder, Bella Rademacher 
and all those who are in need of healing. 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... The baptisms of Jack 
Kanten & Ledger Kanten, sons of Tim & Sierra Kanten 
on January 5, and for all God’s blessings. 

 

Prayers of support for… 
 

 Family & friends of Joy Olson who passed away February 5 and all those who 
have lost loved ones, 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters, 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction, 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders, 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary  
serving in South Africa); Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our  
partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA . 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

 

 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

 

None to report 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

 
Donate online…  

It’s easy! 

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 
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LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, staff & officers 

2015   

 

 

Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant Malisa Ervin 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian David Thompson 

Organist Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director Jessica Trager 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents Mandi 
Johnson & Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries 
Joel Lund & Luther Opjorden 

Church Officers 

President Jon Hanson 

Vice Pres. Connie Fragodt 

Secretary Lorrie Spray 

Treasurer Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand, Reed Molden, 
Marie Molden 

Board of Trustees 
Josh Moen, Josh Vetter, Nate 
Spray, Erik Boraas, Bruce 
Loose 

Board of Education  
Hillary Spray, Jenna Norby, 
Cheryl Erp, Coral Wehrkamp, 
Sue Streed 

Helping Hands Board 
Pres. Nancy Schneck,  
Vice Pres. Sue Vetter, 
Treas. Theresa Erickson,  
Sec. Cathy Olson,  
Connie Fragodt, Char 
Johnson, Renae Tostenson, 
Naomi Streed, Karla 
Schwendemann 

2019 

Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

Lent lasts for 40 days 
(excluding Sundays). 

Originally Lent was the time of 
preparation for those who were to 
be baptized at Easter. It was a time 
of concentrated study and prayer 
before baptism on Easter, the 
celebration of the Resurrection of 
the Lord. Since these new members 
were to be received into a living 
community of faith, the entire 
community was called to 
preparation.  

Today Lent is marked by a time 
of prayer and preparation to 
celebrate Easter. Christians use the 
time of Lent for self-examination 
and repentance.  

For many Lutherans, the season 
is marked by four particular 

spiritual practices, found in the 
invitation to Lent from the Ash 
Wednesday service: self-
examination and repentance; prayer 
and fasting; sacrificial giving; and 
works of love—strengthened by the 
gifts of word and sacrament. 

Lent is an invitation to journey 
with Christ to the cross, to 
remember our dependence on God 
and to look with faith toward the 
resurrection to come. 

Come and join us for Lent. At 
the end of Lent comes Easter, and 
hopefully, spring! 

 
“What If?” When Crisis or 

Tragedy Strikes the Community 
and/or the Local School. Crisis 
Training Workshop rescheduled for 
Thursday March 28, 9 am to 12 
noon at Lac qui Parle Valley High 
School Theater.   

Topics: Defining Crisis and 
Disaster, and Coordinating Local 
Response Resources. Workshop is 
especially for school staff, law 
enforcement, firefighters, 
ambulance members, hospital and 
health care workers.   

There is no cost to attend. 
CEUs available. The workshop will 
be presented by Steve Breitbarth 
and is sponsored by the Appleton 
Area/Milan Ministerium. 

Greetings from  

Pr. Kristine continued 

“What If” Crisis 

training 
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 Our Saviors, Montevideo will 
host the March 15 meeting with 
guest speaker John Nau, the 
Assembly of God minister. He has 
been on many mission trips all 
over the world. He is the youth 
pastor in Fulda. 

 Morning coffee at 9:30. 
Meeting at 10 am followed by 
noon lunch. Offerings go to 
support mission work. 

For 37 years, Minnesota 

FoodShare has coordinated the 

March Campaign—the annual 

grassroots food and fund drive that 

provides more than half the food 

distributed by 300 food shelves 

throughout the state. 

Here at Kviteseid, we will be 
receiving a special local hunger 
offering on Sundays, March 3 and 
10. These monies will be sent on 
to the Chippewa, Lac qui Parle and 
Swift County food shelves.  

To search our souls, to meditate, 
will not suffice for Lent. 
To share the cross, to sacrifice; 
these are the things God meant. 
 ~ Jane McKay Lanning 

 
 

 

Serving the next funeral will be group four. 
 

Service Group 4 chairpersons are: 
 

    Theresa Erickson 734-4879 
    Rodger & Nancy Schneck 734-4736 
    Rob & Karla Schwendemann 269-8607 

     Service  
         Groups 

WORSHIP NEWS 
March Schedules & Events 

 

 

 

March 

Worship 

Assistants 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acolytes 

 3 - Elizabeth Hanson 

 6 - Dylan Spray 

 10 - Tayler Kittelson 
 

Lectors 
 

 3 - Teresa Olson 

 10 - Iola Pearson 

 17 - Rob Schwendemann 

 24 - Jen Tostenson 

 31 - Renae Tostenson 
   

Media Operators 
 

 3 - Carter Bowen 

 6 - Missy Ervin 

 10 - Nancy Schneck 

 17 - Theresa Erickson 

 24 - Gage Augeson 

 31 - Elizabeth Hanson 
 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

 

*Reminder:  It is your  
responsibility to find a  
replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  
you are scheduled.  

Living Sacrifices 

Global Missions 

 

 March Ushers 

             Group 1 

Luther League 

Sunday, March 10th 

March is MN 

FoodShare Month 
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If you hold Thrivent Financial 
products, you may have Choice 
Dollars to donate to a charity of 
your choice. Please consider 
designating Kviteseid as the 
recipient of your 2019 Choice 
dollars. The deadline to direct your 
Choice Dollars is March 31. 

You can direct your dollars 
online or by phone. 
• Online: log onto your Thrivent 

account and select Choice 
Dollars. Follow the prompts to 
select a charity to receive your 
donation.  

• By phone: call 800-847-4836 and 
say “Thrivent Choice” after the 
prompt. 

This is a simple and easy way 
to make a contribution. 

In 2018, Kviteseid received 
$1,235.00 through the Thrivent 
Choice program. 

Thank you for your continued 
support of Kviteseid! 

Dear Kviteseid Lutheran Church, 
 Thank you for your gift which 
makes possible so many avenues of 
outreach and programming! 
Lutheran Campus Ministry-Morris 
seeks to build strong relationships 
and support young adults as they 
learn and grow by deepening faith, 
expanding minds, building 
community and inspiring service. 
 
With God’s Grace, 
Amanda Johnson, 
LCM-Morris Office Manager 
(Thanksgiving offering goes to 
campus ministry at Morris and 
Marshall.) 
 
Dear Kviteseid Lutheran Church, 
 What a gift you’ve given! 
Thank you for your recent gift of 
$100 to ELCA ministries through 
ELCA Good Gifts. 
 Your Good Gift is a very good 
gift, indeed. With resources like 
seedlings and seminary courses, 
vaccinations and vegetable gardens, 
Bibles and blankets, you’re 
equipping God’s people—around 
the world and around the corner—
with what they need to live 
abundant lives. 
 Thank you for your support of 
the vital ministries that we do 
together—and for your very good 
gift. 
In God’s abundant grace, 
Christina Jackson-Skelton 
Executive Director, Mission 
Advancement 
(TWC Bible study gave this gift.) 

LOCAL NEWS 
March  

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars 

Cancelations 
Although worship will rarely 

be canceled, please use your own 

judgment before traveling in to 

church on those questionable 

days. Weather related announce-

ments can be heard on KDMA 

1460 am or KLQP 92.1 fm. It 

will also be posted on the website 

calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 -  Carol Maeger    

 4 -   Heidi Hanson   

 5 -   Judy Thompson    

  Alexandra Joyce   

 7 -  Creed Joyce    

  Mark Sweno    

  Pattee Spray   

 9 -  Yvonne Hilden  

   Laura Dallman  

 10 -  Isaac Link  

 11 -  Glen Hilden    

 12 -   Lila Strand    

  Jan Lindahl    

  Nona Siverson  

 13 -  Naomi Streed   

 14 -  Rachel Strand    

  Melissa Enevoldsen  

 15 -  Marlys Kvistero    

  Josephine Dallman  

 17 -  Bruce Loose    

  Wade Kittelson  

 19 -  Josie Norby  

 20 -  Josh Vetter  

 22 -  Grace Steffenson  

 23 -  Jennifer Link    

  Brandon Berge  

 24 -  Paul Spray  

 25 -  Blair Tostenson  

 26 -   Nathan Grant  

 28 -   Bryce Tongen    

  Dennis Lindahl  

22 - Bob & Sheryl Miller 

Letters of thanks 
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Lent Suppers 
Lent suppers will be served 

each Wednesday night 
through Lent beginning with 

Ash Wednesday, March 6. 
Serving from 6 to 6:45 pm. 

Series for the Lenten Season 
of 2019 

“Hymns – Where Is God in 
My Suffering?” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The stories of hymns are 

stories of every person who has 
ever tried to make sense of 
undeserved suffering and the 
seeming absence of God. They 
are powerful stories of deep 
faith in tragic times. 

These powerful hymn 
stories will challenge our ideas 
about how life should be lived 
and who God is. They will 
seize us, by demanding our 
imagination, and refuse to let 
go until we have wrestled with 
the same life-shaping questions 
that has haunted the person 
who wrote them. 

As we begin our Lenten 
season of worship for 2019, we 

were struck by the questions 
that are raised by these hymns 
and the meaning they have for 
our lives: questions about God, 
questions about our purpose 
and meaning for living; as we 
too struggle with the difficult 
moments in our lives.  

There are times we think 
these hymns maybe about the 
answer to the problem of evil 
and suffering in the world. But 
perhaps it is less about the 
answer and more about the 
questions. As we listen to the 
hymn writers’ stories we are 
joined with their search for 
restoration and healing, as we 
encountered, with each of 
them, the grace of God and the 
promise of God’s presence 
throughout our journeys of 
faith. 

Making space in our 
worship times to hear and 
explore these questions and to 
ask our own questions and 
voice our own laments is 
important. The congregations 

are invited during the weeks of 
Lent to come together as the 
family of God to raise specific 
questions and to share their 
stories of how some of those 
questions had been answered.  
Please join us each week.   

Our Wednesday night 
Lenten services this year will 
again be a round robin with 
two area pastors. 
• Ash Wednesday March 6: 

Pastor Kristine 
• March 13: Pastor Kristine 
• March 20: Pastor Kristine 
• March 27: Pastor Kathleen 

Soldwisch 
• April 3: Pastor Bruce Bringle 
• April 10: Pastor Kristine 

Supper will be served by 
various groups at 6 each 
evening. 

Come and eat and stay and 
worship! 

LOCAL NEWS 
Lent 

The Agape Singers  
from Dawson will present a 

program at Kviteseid  
on Sunday, March 31 at 5 pm.  

Our own Gauge Liebl is a 
member. If you’ve never seen 

them, this is a high-energy group 
of high schoolers from the area. 

They are great!  
Come out and be inspired by 

their musical program.  
A light supper will be served  

after the program. 

Church Boards will meet for 

their regular meeting at 6 pm, 

before worship Wed., Mar. 20.  

 

Council meeting will  

immediately follow worship. 
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Kviteseid hosted a “Hope in the 
Heartland” workshop on Feb. 2. 
This was a livestream event for 
small congregations. Over 100 
congregations gathered at 18 sites 
with more than 400 people 
attending. Twenty-one people 
gathered at Kviteseid for the event, 
including five from Kviteseid. 
Technology enabled people to 
gather together from Arkansas to 
North Dakota. 

The book “Discovering Hope” 
was the basis of the presentation. 
The speaker talked about ways to 
build vitality in rural and small 
congregations.  

It was a full day of learning, 
interaction, sharing, and 
discovering many reasons to be 
hopeful about what God is up to in 
our midst. Small congregations are 
vital communities of faith 
connecting people to God, each 
other, and the world. 

Many congregations shared 
things they had done that really 
helped their congregation and that 
might help us too.  

But the learning didn’t end that 
day. Part of the follow-up is that the 
synod will provide a “coach” to 
help us figure out ways to carry the 
learning forward. 

It was a great day! Stay tuned 
for more information of what will 
come out of this day. 

The soil is being prepared, 
seeds are being planted and we trust 
God to bring forth growth in us and 
through us. 

We will be packing military 
boxes on April 9 at 9 am. Items that 
can be donated are: beef jerky, 
raisins, granola bars, Easter candy 
and microwave popcorn. Please 
have items to church by 4 pm April 
8. Also monetary donations are 
appreciated. 

Calling all kids to register for 
Bible Camp! Last year 5 kids from 
Kviteseid attended Bible Camp and 
had a great time.  

For more information, there are 
brochures at church or check out 
their website: http://www.gllm.org/ 

To help offset the cost of Bible 
Camp for those who would like to 
attend, the following help is 
available to those who attend a full 
week of camp: 
Helping Hands $100 
Endowment Fund $150 
Pastor Kristine and Rich $100 

The traditional Ash Wednesday 
words “Remember that you are dust 
and to dust you shall return” might 
seem depressing. But in our often 
death-denying culture, some might 
find it refreshing to hear the frank 
statement that we can do nothing to 
save ourselves, physically or 
spiritually — that, no matter how 
we try to avoid sin, we can’t 
untangle ourselves from self-
interest. How liberating, then, to 
know we don’t have to! God loves 
us as we are and sent Jesus to break 
sin’s power over us.  

A pastor described Ash 
Wednesday as the point you can 
pinch in the middle of a long piece 
of ribbon, such that when you lift it 
high, the two ends — one 
symbolizing our baptism and the 
other, our funeral — meet and 
touch. We come from dust and will 
return to dust, but we also come 
from God and will return to God. 
Ash Wednesday reminds us that 
we’re always safe in God’s love.  

LOCAL NEWS 
Southwest Minnesota Synod 

Synod News 
 

Coffee Fellowship 

Sign up to serve goodies  

n’ coffee each Sunday.  

Bible Camp at GLLM 

Military boxes 

To God you shall 

return 

http://www.gllm.org/
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JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Zephaniah 

Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page 

online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

Across 

7 Describes assembly. Zeph 3:18 (6)  

8 God’s holy nation. (6)   

9 The 40 day season celebrated be-
fore Easter. (4)   

10 “For Gaza shall be forsaken, and 
_______ a desolation.” Zeph 2:4 (8)  

11 “In that day shalt thou not be 
ashamed for all thy doings, _______ 
thou hast transgressed against me.” 
Zeph 3:11 (7)   

13 “I will also leave in the _____ of 
thee an afflicted and poor people, 
and they shall trust in the name of 
the Lord.” Zeph 3:12 (5)   

15 God promises “thou _____ not 
see evil any more.” Zeph 3:15 (5)   

17 “Every morning doth he bring his 
judgment to light, he _______ not.” 
Zeph 3:5 (7)   

20 “Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of 
the earth, which have wrought his 
________.” Zeph 2:3 (8)  

 21 “For then will I ____ to the peo-
ple a pure language, that they may all 
call upon the name of the Lord, to 
serve him with one consent.” Zeph 
3:9 (4)   

22 “For I will make you a name and 
a praise among all people of the 
earth, when I turn back your captiv-
ity ______ your eyes, saith the 
Lord.” Zeph 3:20 (6)   

23 The leader of Israel who anointed 
the first two kings: Saul and David. 
(6)  

Down   

1 The favored son of Jacob who was 
sold into slavery. (6)   

2 “He will ____ in his love, he will 
joy over thee with singing.” Zeph 
3:17 (4)   

3 “They shall also build houses, but 
not ______ them.” Zeph 1:13 (7)   

4 “Her prophets are _____ and 
treacherous persons.” Zeph 3:4 (5)  

5 Type of offering they willingly 
offered unto the LORD in Ezra 3:5. 
(8)   

6 Jesus healed the ill and cast these 
out of people. (6)   

12 Christianity is a _______. (8)   

14 The physical symbol of being 
washed clean. (7)   

16 “In the same day also will I pun-
ish all those that leap on the thresh-
old, which fill their masters’ ______ 
with violence and deceit.” Zeph 1:9 
(6)   

18 The past tense form of the answer 
to clue #21 across. (6)   

19 One of Jesus’ disciples who de-
nied him three times and later be-
came a leader among the apostles 
and early church. (5)   

21 “And it shall come to pass at that 
____, that I will search Jerusalem 
with candles, and punish the men 
that are settled on their lees.” Zeph 
1:12 (4)  

King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 



 

March 2019 10 Volume 29, Number 3

Kviteseid Lutheran Church       
PO Box 31 
Milan, MN  56262           
www.milanslutheranchurch.com 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Milan, Minnesota  56262 

Permit No. 4 

KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Contact information 

Sunday Schedule 

  Sunday School & Adult Ed at 8:45 am     

    Worship at 10:00 am    
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455    www.milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Malisa Ervin    office@milanslutheranchurch.com    

Regular office hours for Parish Assistant:   

Mon. & Wed. 8 am - 4 pm              Tue., Thu. & Fri., 8 am - noon 


