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Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has 

become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the 

heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show 

up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the 

Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and 

horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God 

loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Advent Wreath Lighting 

Advent Hymn “We Light the Advent Candles” 

**Call to Worship 

P: O that God would tear open the heavens and come down!  Isa. 64:1 

Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God  Mark 13:32 

Be alert! Keep awake!  Mark 13:33, 37 

The time is drawing near: 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, Mark 1:1 

the Son of God. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  2 Cor. 13:13 

Dialog 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: In the Word was life, 

C: and the life was the light of all people. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. John 1 

Scripture Song "O Lord, How Shall I Meet You"     ELW #241 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a 

renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, 

conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

L: 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;  

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

C: 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,  

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

L: 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C: 4O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

L: 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

C: 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

L: 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C: 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  

the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

L: 18And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

C: 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched 

them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all 

suffering. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day:  My Lord, What A Morning    ELW 438 

P: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13-14 

Apostles’ Creed 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit. Jude 20 

P: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jude 21 

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new! 2 Corinthians 5:17 

P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and 

left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 

honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  

Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace. 2 Corinthians 13:11 

The peace of the Lord, be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer  

P: Savior of the nations, come. 

Make your home here in us. 

Feed us with your love, 

that our faith shine ever new 

and our lives reveal your light. 

C: Amen  

Prayers of the Church 

Each portion of the prayers ends with: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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The prayers are concluded with these words: 

P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

**Charge 

P: Beware. Mark 13:33,35, 37 
Keep alert. 
Keep awake. 
God is doing awesome things we do not expect.  Isa. 64:3 
And Christ is coming near with great  
power and glory, and with tenderness. Mark 13:26, 28 

Blessing 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn:  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                  ELW #244 
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