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Greetings from Pastor Kristine Isder 

In November I attended a 
church conference in Eden Prairie 
called “Change (Almost) 
Everything.” 

One of the speakers was 
Rozella Haydée White, who has 
recently written a book called 
“Love Big”, which was the basis of 
her presentation. 

She said the most important 
thing we are called to do is to love 
God and to love neighbor. 

Sound familiar? That’s what 
Jesus taught in His ministry 2,000 
some years ago: love God and love 
others. 

Quotes by Jesus in the Bible: 
 

“You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Luke 10:27) 

 

“I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one 
another.” (Luke 13:34) 

 

“This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have 
loved you.” (John 15:12) 

 

It’s the God of love that we 
belong to. The God who created us 
and sustains us is a God of love. 

 

Why do we love? “We love 
because God first loved us.” (1 
John 4:19) 

 

“God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his 
only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one 
another.” (1 John 4:9-11) 

 

This quote by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. speaks of the power of 
love: “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.” 

There seems to be so much hate 
and division in the world. Only love 
can drive out hate. We can all do 
our part in our own little corner of 
the world to spread love. 

Rozella: “To Love Big is to 
trust that another way of being is 
possible and that this new way has 
the power to heal us all.”  

So make a resolution for the 
New Year to spread love and show 
love to others. It’s what Jesus wants 
us to do. 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Worship 

Offerings & 

Attendance 
 
 

 

Nov. 24 $820 62  

Thanksgiving $1,548 46 

Dec. 1 $2,451 56 

Dec. 8 $4,925 65 

Dec. 15 $3,625 65 

Dec. 22 $8,154 204 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

General Fund 
2019 Financial Responsibilities 

$209,671 
Checking register 

for the General Fund 
 

11/01/19 balance: $4,761 

November income: $20,454   

November expenses: $14,598   

11/30/19 balance: $10,617   

 

Cashflow loan to date: $34,500 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

   

 Prayers for recovered health for… Naomi Streed, Clarice  
 Perseke, Richard Olson, Marlys Kvistero, Betty Kruse, Glen  
 Hilden, Courtney Hislop and all those who are in need of  
 healing. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for... the baptism of Oakland David Schmitz, son of Garrett Schmitz and Alexis 
Smith, on December 14 and for all God’s blessings! 

Prayers of support for… 

 All those who have lost loved ones 

 Those whose lives have been affected by natural disasters 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod  
and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders 

 People working as missionaries: Rev. Alex LaChapelle (our ELCA missionary serving in Nairobi, Kenya); 
Rev. Donald Kruse, Lava Hot Springs, ID; Our partnership ministries: Kwannodwengu Circuit of the 
ELCSA in South Africa 

Prayer Chain 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (734-4671)  

or Pr. Kristine (734-4455)  
and they will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

            Donate online…  

Visit our website at  

milanslutheranchurch.com 

This section removed for member privacy. 

Gifts &  

Memorials 

 
 

None to Report 

 

The 2020 Offering  

Envelopes 

are ready  
and out on the  

table in the  
Narthex. 

Please pick yours up at 
your earliest convenience. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 
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 The Savior has been born! It is a 
new year for Christians everywhere! 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Mer-
ry Christmas and the best of  
everything in the New Year! 
 A big welcome to Big Bend Lu-
theran families as we begin a new  
partnership in our churches of shar-
ing a pastor. Thank you Pastor  
Kristine for being willing to partici-
pate in this new endeavor! Best  
wishes to both churches in making 
this new chapter a wonderful work-
ing relationship! 
 Thank you to Service Group 3, 
chairpersons Ken/Cindy Lee, Ronae 
Rose, Ron/Nancy Streed,  for deco-
rating the church for the Christmas 
season. It looks just great! Thank you 
in advance for taking them down! 
 Thank you to all who purchased 
poinsettias for the sanctuary! They 
are truly beautiful! Please take them 

any time after Christmas Day ser-
vices to grace your own homes! 
 Thank you to those who brought 
treats and served the annual Christ-
mas Tea at Apple Ridge. Many 
thanks to Cathy Olson, Char John-
son, Theresa Erickson, Ronae Rose, 
Naomi Streed, Sue Vetter and Nancy 
Schneck. Thank you to Judi Bohm 
and Pastor Kristine for their contri-
butions. The residents really appreci-
ated the time and effort! One resident 
exclaimed, "This is truly the best part 
of my Christmas! I so look forward 
to it!" 
 Thank you to the Military Ser-
vice Project committee for packing 
and sending boxes to our military 
personnel at Thanksgiving and also  
Christmas! Thank you to all who 
provided goodies to fill them. The  
boxes are very much appreciated by 
those folks many of whom are away 
from family at this special time of 
the year. We appreciate the  
families of those people as well. 

 We plan on having quilting the 
following Mondays, January 27, Feb-
ruary 3, 10 and 17. If there is bad 
weather, we will extend it another 
week. Hopefully, we can get in four 
good Mondays before spring!! Plan 
on bringing a bag lunch for noon and 
if you have something, bring treats to 
share for coffee. Thank you to all 
who participate, contribute money, 
fabric, tops or bottoms to make the 
quilts. It is all appreciated! 
 Thank you to all who have 
stepped up to take on being Service 
Group chairpersons. Your time and 
service is truly appreciated. Your 
year will start when the new service 
books come out some time after the  
annual meeting in January. Remem-
ber, you are not alone! If you have 
questions or need help, the Helping 
Hands Board is there for you! Please 
don't hesitate to call. 
 Wishing all a healthy and Happy 
New Year! 
 

Helping Hands 

 

 
Office Staff 

Pastor Kristine Isder 
pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Parish Assistant: 
Theresa Erickson 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

Financial Secretary: 
Missy Ervin 

 

Building Staff 

Custodian: David Thompson 

Organist: Judi Bohm 

Volunteer Leadership 

Choir Director: 
Jessica Trager 

Sunday School Supt.: 
Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries: 
Heidi Hanson 
Luther Opjorden 

 

Church Officers 

President: Jon Hanson 

Vice Pres.: Connie Fragodt 

Secretary: Lorrie Spray 

Treasurer: Rich Isder 

Board of Deacons 
Lee Haugen, David Lovehaug, 
Char Strand, Reed Molden, 
Marie Molden 

Board of Trustees 
Josh Moen, Josh Vetter, Nate 
Spray, Erik Boraas, Bruce 
Loose 

Board of Education  
Hillary Spray, Jenna Norby, 
Cheryl Erp, Sue Streed 

Helping Hands Board 
President: Nancy Schneck  
Vice President: Sue Vetter 
Secretary: Cathy Olson 
Treasurer: Theresa Erickson 
Connie Fragodt, Char 
Johnson, Ronae Rose, Karla 
Schwendemann, Naomi 
Streed 

2019 Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, Staff & Officers 
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January  

Ushers 
 

 

Group 6 
Captain - Tom Moe 

734-4707 
 

Erik Boraas 
Jon Hanson 

Cory Heinrich 
Jim Kanten 
Tim Kanten 

Steve Thompson 

Sunday, January 12th 
9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Coffee and rolls  
will be served 

Sign up sheet to serve 
coffee and goodies each 
Sunday is on the table in 

the narthex. 

WORSHIP NEWS 
January Schedules & Events 

 

 

January 

Worship  

Assistants 
 

 

Acolytes 
 

 5 - Kaitlyn Kittelson 

 12 - Gavin Ascheman 
 

Lectors 
 

 5 - Sherry Norby 

 12 - Kim Olson 

 19 - Teresa Olson 

 26 - Iola Pearson 
 

Media Operators 
 

 5 - Cale Norby 

 12 - Tom Moe 

 19 - Erik Boraas 

 26 - Rich Isder 
 

 

 Schedules are also  

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 
 

 

*Reminder:  It is your  
responsibility to find a  
replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  
you are scheduled.  

Annual Meeting 

Cancellations 
Although worship will rarely 

be canceled, please use your 

own judgment before traveling 

in to church on those questiona-

ble days. Weather related an-

nouncements can be heard on 

KDMA 1460 am or KLQP 92.1 

fm. It will also be posted on the 

website calendar. 
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Some people have asked about 
the arrangement with Big Bend.  

The signed document is titled: 
Big Bend Lutheran Church of 
Milan, MN Contract Agreement 
with Kviteseid Lutheran Church of 
Milan, MN for Pastoral Services. 

Big Bend is contracting the 
services of the pastor from 
Kviteseid. Several other churches 
in our synod have similar 
arrangements. 

Kviteseid and Big Bend ARE 
NOT a two-point parish. Usually 
with two-point parishes, there is a 
parish agreement and joint council 
meetings which we don’t have. The 
two churches are just sharing a 
pastor. 

Big Bend is paying Kviteseid a 
fixed amount each month for 
pastoral care services. 

 

 During December, the 
following donations were made to 
ELCA Good Gifts from 
organizations in the church. This is 
an important program that helps 
people in other countries to break 
the cycle of hunger and poverty for 
good. 
 Adult Education Class: two 
goats $100 and share of an 
irrigation system $100 for a total of 
$200. 
 Together With Christ Bible 
Study: share of a water project 
$250, community vegetable garden 
$200 and seeds and gardening tools 
$50 for a total of $500. 
 Endowment Fund: Two 
family farms for a total of $1,430. 

 Many individuals have also 
given Good Gifts. 
 Contributions can be made at 
any time. There is information in 
the back of the church. You can 
also get information online at 
ELCA.org/goodgifts. 

The Lac qui Parle Conference 
Global Mission group will continue 
to meet in 2020 but they are 
making a few changes. 

Meetings will still be on the 
third Friday of the month but will 
be held from 1-3 pm and end with 
coffee instead of a meal. 

They will meet from March to 
November, including the summer 
months. 

In addition to churches, they 
will meet at area nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities. 

Pastor Matt Danielson of 
Baxter and Saron Lutheran 
Churches is the new chair of the 
group. 

There is a dedicated group of 
people that go to these meetings to 
learn about mission projects locally 
and all over the world. 

Alternative Gifts 

LOCAL NEWS 
January News 

Big Bend 

Global Missions 

 2 - Connie Johnson 

 3 - Kyler Dietz  

 4 - Brittany Gordon 

 5 - Amanda Greenwood 

 6 - Mike Streed 

 7 - Gary Kruse 

11 - Brad Moen 
  Betty Molden 

12 - Andy Streed 

13 - Nathan Fragodt 

14 - Jacob Johnson 

16 - Paulette Haff 

17 - Lisa DuFrane 
  Kim Kittelson 

19 - Jon Hanson 
  Dale Johnson 

24 - Huxton Trager 
  Andy Wehrkamp 

26 - Greta Link 
  Gracie Kleven 

27 - Lorrie Spray 
  Brooke Sweno 

29 - Gwen Olson 
  Thatcher Erp 

30 - Karen Meyer 

This section  

removed for  

member  

privacy. 
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Members Present - Jon Hanson, 
Lorrie Spray, Rich Isder, Josh 
Moen, Nate Spray, Erik Boraas, 
Bruce Loose, David Lovehaug, 
Reed Molden, Marie Molden, Char 
Strand, Hillary Spray and Pastor 
Kristine. 

Jon Hanson called the meeting to 
order. Pastor Kristine gave the 
devotions. 

Board of Education - Hillary 
Spray reported that about 50 kids 
are enrolled in Sunday School. The 
Christmas program will be Dec. 22. 
They are short one teacher this year 
so they are incorporating the 
memory work into the other lesson 
times. She explained the basics of 
the program that is being used. It is 
working well and the kids seem to 
enjoy it. 

Treasurer's Report - Rich Isder 
reported that we have a balance of 
$23,327.65. $34,500 has been 
borrowed to date from Gifts and 
Memorials. 

Deacon's Report - David 
Lovehaug reported that the 
communion schedule has been set 
up for 2020. Tom Moe is working 
on the usher schedule and should 
have it completed by Jan. Theresa 
made posters and put up downtown 
inviting people to our Christmas 
Worship and times. There were no 
transfers or funerals since the last 
meeting. We have three new 
members and a baby that joined 
Kviteseid. 

Trustee's Report - Nate Spray 
reported that the Trustee's have a 
new budget prepared to be 
presented at the Annual Meeting. 
We will have additional funds 
coming in from Big Bend for the 
Sharing Agreement with Pastor 
Kristine. She has requested that 
additional payments be to her 
Retirement Fund rather than salary. 
Theresa has agreed to take on the 
financial dealings relieving Missy 
Ervin from those duties. Missy is 
training her in. 

Pastor's Report - Pastor Kristine 
reported that the Micronesian 
Community has met at the church 
several times and all is going well. 
They have paid $5,350 for the use 
of the church through November. 
They pay $150 each time, for the 
use of the sanctuary. Some changes 
are occurring in area churches. 
Equipping Congregation Day in 
Willmar will be held on Sat. Feb. 
29. Anyone interested in going 
contact Pastor Kristine. Everything 
seems to be going well so far with 
the Big Bend sharing agreement. 
The Milan All School Reunion will 
be held June 12-14. A community 
worship service will be held at 
Kviteseid at 9:00 with coffee and 
goodies following. Synod news is 
that in 2020 the emphasis will be 
on congregational vitality. One of 
the professors at Luther Seminary 
has been working on some 
interesting projections of 
membership and attendance in 
ELCA churches. If you might be 
interested in learning more about 
this contact Pastor Kristine. 
Various groups at Kviteseid have 
been donating to the ELCA Good 
Gifts project. 

Motion was made by Nate Spray to 
approve the reports. Seconded by 

Josh Moen. 

Old Business - None 

New Business - The Annual 
Meeting will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall on Jan.12 at 9:00, 
rolls and coffee will be served. 
Nominating committee members 
are: Cindy Kanten, Roger Strand, 
Tom Moe, Kenny Lee, Rob 
Schwendemann and Marlys 
Kvistero. 

Motion was made by Reed Molden 
to adjourn. Seconded by Josh 
Moen. 

The meeting was closed with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Lorrie Spray, Council Secretary 

Thank you to Kviteseid 
Congregation for supporting your  

  “church supper”  
  with your  
  donations of  
  $2,575 this past  
  year. 

Church Supper 

LOCAL NEWS 
Church Council Meeting 

Kviteseid Lutheran 
Church 

Council Minutes 
December 18, 2019 
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“Leap Into Participation This 
Leap Year” is the theme of the 
synod’s 2020 Equipping 
Congregations Day. The event is 
Saturday Feb. 29 in Willmar.  

All are welcome: congregation 
members, council members, 
Sunday school teachers and youth 
leaders.  

The keynote speaker will be 
Pastor David Lose. His presentation 
will be: “Entering the Bible with 
Heart, Mind, and Soul”.  

Lutherans eagerly affirm that 
Scripture is the Word of God. But 
what do we mean when we say 
that? Given the gamut of ways of 
reading Scripture — running from 
“it’s a collection of human 
wisdom” to “it’s inerrant and 
inspired” — what do Lutherans 
really believe? In what ways, that 
is, do we believe Scripture is true? 
How does it function as a useful 
guide and norm for our faith and 
life? What do we do with “difficult 
passages” that seem violent or 
exclusionary? Answering these 
questions is crucial if we are to 
allow our lives to be shaped by 
God’s Word and invite others into 
our faith communities anchored in 
the preaching and teaching of the 
Scriptures.  

It will be a day of learning, 
practical exercises, and discussion 
as we immerse ourselves in God’s 
living and dynamic word. 

There are many workshops to 
attend. A few of them are:  

The Rules of Improv Comedy 
for Everyday Ministry; ELCA 
Youth Gathering; Farm and Rural 
Stress: Origins and Ways to Help; 
Hearing Voices: Creative Uses of 
Memory and Story in the 

Congregation; Elders Rising: 
“Ministry with Older Adults on the 
New Frontier of Aging”; From 
Candidacy to Call Committee: A 
Journey of Discernment; The 
Living, Breathing, Ever-changing 
Document: The Church 
Constitution. 

It’s a great day to learn and 
meet with other people from across 
the synod. 

Registration is open now. Talk 
to Pastor Kristine if you are 
interested in attending. Those who 
have attended in the past have 
really enjoyed the day. 

 
Adeline Ellingboe 
1425 19th Ave SW  D9 
Willmar, MN  56201 
 
 
Delores Running 
100 S Barduson St  Apt. 207 
Appleton, MN  56208 
 
 
New Member 
Matt Anderson 
116 N 1st St 
Milan, MN  56262 
 

December 9, 2019 
 

Dear friends from Kviteseid 
Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of Lutheran Social 
service of Minnesota (LSS) and 
those we serve, thank you for your 
recent gift. 

As your partners, we are eager 
to equip you with practical tools, 
teaching resources, and 
opportunities to serve your 
community. 

Your support affirms our vision 
that all people have the opportunity 
to live and work in community with 
full and abundant lives. 

 
Many blessings, 
Tina Vaughan 
Church Partnerships Team 
Assistant 
Lutheran Social Service of 
Minnesota 
 

  
 Thank you to everyone who 
donated and/or helped with the 
packing of the military boxes. 

 
 

 

Serving the next funeral will be group five. 
 

Service Group 5 chairpersons are: 
 

    Bruce & Connie Streed         734-4892 
    Sue Streed                  734-4424 
    John & Sue Vetter                  734-4442 

     Service  
         Groups 

Synod News 

LOCAL NEWS 
Southwest Minnesota Synod 

Letters of Thanks 

Address Updates 
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Across  

  1 Avoid those who cause 
divisions “contrary to 
the doctrine which ye 
have ______” Rom 
16:17 (7)  

  5 Paul wrote the book of 
Romans. This is another 
New Testament writer. 
(5) 

  8 We are not to walk in 
this. Rom 13:13 (7)  

  9 Paul hopes to journey here. Rom 
15:24 (5)  

10 “For we are saved by hope: but 
hope that is seen is not hope: for 
what a man _____, why doth he 
yet hope for?” Rom 8:24 (5)  

11 “ … For he is the minister of 
God, a revenger to ______ wrath 
upon him that doeth evil.” Rom 
13:4 (7)  

12 “For I delight in the law of God 
after the _____ man.” Rom 7:22 
(6)  

14 Through Christ “we have _____ 
by faith” to grace. Rom 5:2 (6)  

17 “There is none that under-
standeth, there is none that 
______ after God.” Rom 3:11 (7)  

19 A place where sacrifices were 
offered. (5)  

22 Do this to that which is evil. Rom 
12:9 (5)  

23 Paul says that “______ unclean of 
itself” but only what a man es-
teems as unclean is unclean. Rom 
14:14 (7)  

24 The first five books of the Old 
Testament. (5)  

25 His seed will strike the heel, but 
his head will be struck. Genesis 3 
(7)  

 

Down  

  1 “Whether we live therefore, or 
die, we are the _____.” Rom 14:8 
(5)  

  2 “Lord, they have killed thy 
prophets, and digged down thine 
altars; and I am left ____, and 
they seek my life.” Rom 11:3 (5)  

  3 “______ yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin.” Rom 6:13 (7)  

  4 Paul quotes the prophet 
Elijah (or Elias) saying, 
“they have killed thy 
prophets, and _____ 
down thine altars.” Rom 
11:3 (6) 

  5 Jesus is referred to as the 
root of  ____. Rom 15:12 
(5) 

  6 “ … God hath dealt to 
every man the _____ of 
faith.” Rom 12:3 (7)  

  7 While we were yet this, Christ 
died for us. Rom 5:8 (7)  

12 “Rejoicing in hope; patient in 
tribulation; continuing _____ in 
prayer.” Rom 12:12 (7)  

13 “______ we live therefore, or die, 
we are the Lord’s.” Rom 14:8 (7)  

15 “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” Ro-
mans, ______ 3, verse 23. (7)  

16 “Now we know that what _____ 
soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law.” 
Rom 3:19 (6)  

18 God raised Pharaoh up so that his 
name might be declared through-
out all the ____. (5)  

20 Paul is from the ____ of Benja-
min. Rom 11:1 (5)  

21 Christ is at the ____ hand of God. 
Rom 8:34 (5)  

King James Version  ©2013  Communication Resources, Inc. Reprinted with permission 

Romans  
Answer key  

is posted on the 

Newsletters page online 
milanslutheranchurch.com 

JUST FOR FUN 
The Book of Romans 
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Sunday Schedule 

  Sunday School & Adult Ed at 9:15 am     

  Worship at 10:30 am   
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455      www.milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Pastor Kristine Isder 

Parsonage phone: 320-734-4667 

pastor@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Parish Assistant - Theresa Erickson     

office@milanslutheranchurch.com    

 

KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 


